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Chair at 4.30

QUESTIONS.

EXPLOSIVES.

As to Railings to Eastern Goldfilds.

Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister
epresenting the Minister for Railways:
What is the quantity of all kinds of

xplosives railed to Eastern Goldfields
entres. including, and in between, Mt. Sir
jamuel, Laverton and Norseman?

The ACTING PREMIER replied: Ap-
Proximately '727 tons for the 12 months
!nded the 30th June, 1951.

PREMIERS' CONFERENCE.

As to Attenda~nce of Sir Ross McDonald,
K.C.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Mducation:

(1) In what capacity did Sir Ross Mc-
Donald accompany the Premier to the con-
erences recently held in the East?

(2) Is it not customary for departmental
)fficers to act in the capacity of advisors?

(3) What fees were paid, or other pay-
nents made, to Sir Ross, and what expenses
vere involved in his trip?

(2) Three senior Officers were also Pre-
sent at the conference.

(3) No arrangement has been made in
respect of remuneration, other than the
payment of travelling expenses on a scale
applicable to Ministers.

EDUCATION.

(a) As to Suitability of Play for Country
Tour.

Mr. HUTCHINSON asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) Is he aware that the play "Clutter-
buck" has just concluded a successful sea-
son at the Repertory Theatre?

(2) Is he also aware that the play is
being taken on a country tour under the
auspices of the Adult Education Board?

r3) Does he realise that the subject-
and , principally because it tends to glam-
ourise marital infidelity, many People
deplore its sponsorship by the board?

(4) Does he realise that good acting on
the Part of all players further serves to
accentuate the Play's "earthiness"?

(5) Does he consider that the Adult Edu-
cation Board should sponsor such a play?

(6) Will he take steps to persuade the
board to withdraw its sponsorship of this
play in favour of another?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) I am So informed.

(3) 'The play is described by the Adult
Education Board as a modern sophisticated
comedy which, when first produced by the
Repertory Club, received favourable Press
reviews.

(4) I have not seen the play.

(5) and (6) The board is not under
any ministerial control, and such matters
are surely for decision by the board itself.
I have discussed the matter with the
director of the board and ascertained that
the original intention was to sponsor a
Play, "Home and Beauty." Unfortunately,
the arrangement made for the leading lady
to obtain leave from her employment to
make the tour was cancelled at short notice
and, as the tour had been billed, halls
engaged, etc., the board accepted the sug-
gestion that 'Clutterbuck" should be sub-
stituted. The director is considering
whether the suggestion made by the hon.
member should be carried out.
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(b) As to "Under Secretoryp for Public
Morals."

Mr. CORNELL (without notice) asked
the Acting Premier:

Is it the intention of the Government to
give consideration to the appointment of
parliamentary under secretaries, and if
so, will he consider the appointment of
the member for Cottesloe as "~Under Secre-
tary for Public Morals"?

The ACTING PREMIER replied;,
I ask that notice of the question be

given.

(c) As to Accommodation at Tuart Hill
School.

Mr. W, HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) To what extent is it now proposed
to increase the accommodation for chil-
dren at the Tuart Hill school?

(2) When is a start likely to be made
on the construction of the additional class-
rooms?

(3) What is the estimated date on which
the work will be completed?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Treasury approval was given on the

30th April last for the erection of three
classrooms, a cloakroom and additional
shelter accommodation at the Thart Hill
school.

(2) In approximately two to three
months' time.

(3) Twelve months from the date of
commencement of the work.

MEAT.

As to Wholesale and Retail Prices.

Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Attorney
General:

(1) What are the present wholesale ceil-
ing prices of-

(a) mutton;
(b) beef ?

(2) What is the maximum retail price
per lb. of the following:-

(a) Mutton-
Leg;
Forequarter:
Loin-without flap;
Chops--loin;
Chops-leg?

(b) Beef (fresh)-
Sirloin (roast);
Prime rib <roast), including

bone;
Steak-rump;
Steak-chuck (stewving);
Sausages?

(c) Beef (Corned)-
Silverside;
Brisket (rolled) ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) The present wholesale ceiling, price

of mutton and beef are:-
()Mutton, all classes and grades:

Fresh-ld, per lb. delivered t
retailer's premises.

Frozen-bijd, per lb. delivere
to retailer's premises.

(b) Beef, all weights and grades:
Fresh-is. 2d. per lb. delivere

to retailer's premises.

to retailer's premises.
()Maximum retail prices per lb. or

as follows-
(a) Mutton-Fresh or Frozen:

Leg-full-is. '71d.
Leg-short-is. Old.
Forequarter-Is. id.
Loin, without flap-is. 8d.
Chops-Loin-is. 8d.
Chops-Leg-is. 70N.

(b) Beef-Fresh or Frozen:
Sirloin Beef-2s. 3d.
Rib, with bone-is. 8d.
Steak-Rump-3s.
Steak-Chuck-2s.
Sausages-Beef or Mixed-

Is. 5d.
(e) Beef-Corned:

Sllverside-2s. 2d,
Rolled Brisket-Is. 8d.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.
As to Current Frequency for Fremnante

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice]
asked the Minister for Works:

(i) Yesterday, in answer to a questioi
asked by me, namely "If a main had beer
laid direct from the South Fremantli
power house to Fremantle? If so, foi
what purpose was it laid?", the Ministe:
replied: "It would convey electricity." QJ
course, I knew that the main was not t(
be used to run water on. What I wan
him to tell the House is. in view of thi
fact that the South Fremantle powei
house will be generating current onV
50-cycle frequency, will it be possible tc
convey 40 cycles direct from the Soutl
Fremantle power house to Fremantle?

(2) Was the line laid in order to trans-
mit a 50-cycle frequency from South Fre-
mantle to Fremantle?

(3) Will he say for the information ol
industries wanting to order machinery,
what frequency is Fremantle to be sup-
plied with?

(4) Is the statement made by Mr
Dumas aind Mr. Edmondson at the inspec-
tion of the South Fremantle power house
that Fremantle was to be kept on 40 cycles,
correct?

The MINISTER replied:
Although the hon. member co-operated

to the extent of supplying me with a COPY
of his question, I know that he will desire
to have full consideration given to it,
and therefore I ask that it be put on the
notice paper.
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PRICES CONTROL.
As to Relaxation in New South Wales.
Mr. GRIFFTH (without notice) asked

bhe Acting Premier:
(1) Has he perused the article on page

six of the issue of "The West Australian"
dated the 21st August, 1951, which states
that the New South Wales Cabinet has
decided to relax some of the sections of
the price-fixing order granted last month?

(2) If so, is he surprised?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
(1) Yes, I have perused the article in

question.
(2) I am not surprised that the New

South Wales Government has found it
necessary to alter its somewhat hasty
decision to apply blanket control.

HOUSING.
As to Eviction at Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is the Minister aware that a woman
and two young children have been put
into the street in Fremantle, and that the
woman who is having a war service home
built, has been refused shelter by the
Housing Commission?

(2) Seeing that this person expects to
be in her new home in about a month,
will the Minister ring the Commission
and, if he finds the facts are as stated,
see that these people are given shelter?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) I have no knowledge of

the case ref erred to by the hon. member,
but if he gives me the name of the person
concerned, I shall see what can be done.

RAIL WAYS.
As to Alternative Route for Chord Line.

Mr. J. HEGNEY (without notice) asked
the Minister representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is the independent engineer, ap-pointed by the Government, investigating
the merits of the two railway proposals
through to Belmont?

(2) Is he aware that there are rumours
current in the Bayswater and Belmont
districts that the Government does not
intend to go on with the chord railway
proposition?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) I1 will have to verify this, and I shall
do so, but so far as I know, Mr. Brisbane
started his inquiries some little time ago.

(2) No such suggestion has ever been
made as far as I am concerned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh flay-Amendment.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
G. P. Wild-Dale) (4.44]: 1 rise this
afternoon to reply to the vitriolic outburst
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
last week against a man who, I consider,
has been defiled. He has had his char-
acter blackened in this House, with no
right of reply, other than through me.
However, whilst I am on my feet I in-
tend to address myself to one or two
other observations made by the hon.
Member,

Firstly I shall touch on the matter of
spec. building. I do not think any mem-
ber here will disagree with me when I
say that prior to the war the spec, builder
played a large part in the building pro-
gramme of this State. There must be
many hundreds--possibly thousands-of
people living in homes today that were
built prewar by spec. builders. I want
to say that, in this respect, I certainly
support the member for-Melville. I will
not condone the actions of anyone who
is not playing the game in these times of
difficulties, but when one looks into the
scheme and makes a broad survey, whilst
one finds that there will always be one
or two who will not play the game, one
feels that some of the criticism that has
been levelled, particularly against T. S.
Plunkett Pty. Ltd., is not altogether jus-
tified. However, the situation is being
watched very carefully by the State Hous-
ing Commission. There are many advan-
tages to spec. building.

Mr. Graham: To spec. builders.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Well,
to spec. builders. It gives the builder an
opportunity to erect a number of houses.
He can ration his labour out at the same
time as he rations his materials, so that
with the shortages of the many building
materials that we have today with the
largely increased building programme, he
is able to direct his labour from one
house to another. In that regard I think
one could particularly mention the supply
of bricks. Many spec. builders-in fact
nearly all the builders today-get a pro-
portion of pressed bricks for the outer
walls, chimneys and fireplaces, and the re-
mainder are wire cuts. If a builder gets
only a quota of pressed bricks it is reas-
onable to assume that he cannot have
the bricklayers sitting down waiting for
the wire cuts, but if he is a spec, builder,
with five or ten houses on the go, he
can move his men from house to house
putting in the pressed bricks and then
when he has taken delivery of the wire
cuts, move his team back.

Mr. May: Would not that tend to
lessen the price?
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: overcharging is established, it is prn
Spec, building was reinstituted within the
framework of the State Housing Com-
Mission's operations in June, 1949. The
Commission started off by giving permits
to People to build up to only five homes.
A little later that was extended and it was
decided to issue 100 permits, but again
limiting any one builder to five. In April
1950 the scheme was further extended and
approval was given so that there could be
a limit of 500 houses per year with 10
to any one builder. But with the lifting
of controls to 124 squares, and later to 15,
the State Housing Commission, after due
consideration, decided to allow Spec.
builders to make as many applications as
they thought fit, and within that group
came the company to which the hon.
member referred, namely, T. S. Plunkett
Pty. Ltd.

Mr. Yates: Had the scheme been work-
ing satisfactorily up to that time?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Yes, I consider it had. I have been at
the Housing Commission for 15 or 16
months, but I am advised that it was
only in May of this year that the first,
may I say, bad cases showed up, and as I
shall tell the House shortly, the State
Housing Commission did not take long
to step on the gas to pull the people, who
were overstepping the mark, back to their
field. In May of this year, when these
complaints were received, the chairman of
the State Housing Commission immedi-
ately wrote to the Building Industry Con-
gress, which, in May, 1949, was respons-
ible, by representation for the reintroduc-
tion of this scheme. That letter dated the
23rd May, 1951, reads as follows:-

You will remember that some
months ago representations were
made to the Commission on behalf
of "Spec" builders for a broadening
and expansion of the "ready made"
scheme-the builders claiming in
support that homes could be erected
more quickly and cheaply under this
arrangement.

The Commission liberalised the per-
mit issues under this heading and
when homes up to 15 squares were
eventually exempted from the ne-

* cessity to be covered by permit, auto-
matic releases of controlled materials
were issued to "Spec" builders on ap-

* plication without restriction.

You will have noted some Press
Publicity in regard to inflated prices
alleged to have been charged by
builders and specific instances have
been brought to the notice of the
Commission where overcharging has
been alleged.

The Commission intends to investi-
* gate the whole Position and also to
* inquire into specific cases and, where

Posed to refuse to grant approval I
release of controlled materials to t
builder or builders concerned.

In the meantime I am asked I
bring the matter under the notice
Congress and to seek the help and a:
sistance of the parent body, as we
as of the associated organisations-
the Builders' Guild and the Masti
Builders' Association. The Commi
sion is anxious to give effect to ti
Government's policy of gradual
easing control over building general
and houses in particular, but membe
are firm in their resolve to see thi
no undue advantage will be gain(
by builders during the transitic
period.

At the same time, an officer was detailE
by the State Housing Commission to inve:
tigate these charges which were beir
received. At present, that officer is sti
actively engaged in following up some
these alleged overcharges. A few da:
later the chairman interviewed several
the builders against whom complaints
overcharging had been made.

The assistance of a valuer from t
Commonwealth Taxation Department wi
sought because it was thought fairer, in it
interests of the builders concerned, to hai
an outside Individual to do the valuin
This man, with our own valuer, went doj
to some of these houses about which cony
Plaints had been made; the result was thi
three builders were brought in to the Stal
Housing Commission office and given
thorough dressing down by the chairma
These builders were told in no uncertai
terms that unless they were prepared 1
build houses at fair and equitable price
the Commission would see to it that the
were not given permits to build spe
homes.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Another warnini
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I no

want to read a letter written by T.
Plunkett Pty. Ltd. in regard to these ove:
charges. Incidentally, the particul;
gentleman, to whom the member for Me
yulle referred, was one of the three brougi
in to the office of the Commission. M%
Hrownlie told this man. and the other tv
builders, that they would not receive at
more permits to build Spec. houses unle
they brought their Prices down to a rea.
onable figure. The letter written by
S. Plunkett Pty. Ltd. to the State Housir
Commission, reads as follows:-

Re releases pending issue-17 HOUSE
Attadale.

In consideration of your Commissic
releasing to me materials for ti
erection of the above houses under it
Ready Made Housing Scheme, I herel
undertake to submit, for the inform:
tion of the State Housing Commisslo
the name and address of the pu
chaser of each house, together wil
the actual sale price.
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Subsequently, on. the 7th August, 1951, a
letter was received from Winslade &
Lawrence, the company selling houses for
Plunketts, which reads as follows:-

Re Sale of Spec. Homes for T. S.
Plunkett Pty. Limited and Orange
Grove Brick Works:

Further to your request for the
names of purchasers and prices, we
attach the following list for your
information.

Then follows a list showing the names of
the purchasers together with the sums to
be charged for their houses.

Mr. Graham: What was the date of that
communication?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
'7th August. As I said earlier, the inspector
who is investigating these cases has not
Yet completed his inquiries. Up to date.
he has investigated the operations of 16
Spec builders and in four instances valu-
ations were below those of the State
Housing Commission; four were between
10 and 15 per cent, above; and in one case
the excess was in the vicinity of 25 per
cent-that builder has had his license to
build Spec houses withdrawn.

What is the alternative to the allowance
of Spec. building? Spec. building gives the
individual an opportunity to show initiative.
probably work more hours himself,
endeavour to get his men to work more
hours than he would normally do, scrounge
to the best of his ability and thereby
obtain materials which will ultimately find
their way into houses and thus ensure to
himself a good average profit. How-
ever, if we discontinue Spec. building,
a large number of builders who are show-
ing this initiative and energy will be denied
the right to do that. As the number over-
stepping the bounds of a fair average price
is so small, we feel that it is not in the
interests of house building for the man in
the street to stop the building of Spec.
houses.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: How would you
define the man in the street?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
member for Melville said that Spec. builders
were taking a large quantity of available
building materials. He again quoted T. S.
Plunkett Pty. Ltd. and tied up their
activities with the taking of bricks from
outside sources. It is interesting to note
that last year T. S. Plunkettt Pty.
Ltd., through their Orange Grove
Brick Works, produced 5,000,000 bricks.
The only bricks, outside their own
bricks from Orange Grove. used by
Plunketts during that year were 750,000
pressed bricks, which were possibly used
for the odd house requiring that type of
brick in the outside walls, for chimneys or
for fireplaces.

I have some figures to show the
percentage of materials allowed to Spec.
builders. These figures do not take into

consideration the Commonwealth-State
rental homes and war service homes, which
last year numbered 50 per cent, of our total
building programme. In 1948-49, 3,138
private permits were issued. At that time
the ready-made house building scheme
was just commencing and in that Year 68
ready-made houses were erected; that
figure was 2.1 per cent. of the total num-
ber of private permits issued. In 1949-5D.
5,667 private permits were issued including
297 for ready-made houses--that figure
being 5.2 per cent. of the total. Again, in
1950-51. a total of 470 ready-made house
permits were issued out of a total of 8,861
private permits, which was 6.8 per cent. of
the total.

In fairness to Flunketts I think it must
he said that postwar they have dome a
very good job. Up to the 31st March this
firm had built, for the State Housing Com-
mission, '700 houses-that is, Common-
wealth-State rental and war service homes
-and are building at the present moment
at the rate of between 150 and 200 houses
a year. In addition, we are reaching the
stage where it is hoped an agreement will
be entered fito between Plunketts and the
State Housing Commission as a result of
which they will undertake a pre-cutting
programme of Some magnitude which will
provide for in the vicinity of approximately
1,000 houses a year.

Mr. Graham: Fancy prices!
The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The

hon. member also made mention of people
wanting to go in for Spec. building rather
than building for the State Housing Com-
Mission. AS we always have, we are at
present experiencing difficulty in obtaining
contractors: but ITam prepared to say that
whilst I am the Minister, I hope that
difficulty will continue. The reason for
that is that while builders are erecting
homes for the State Housing Commission.
whether the houses be State rental homes
or war service homes, they are subjected
to a very rigid supervision by inspectors
who ensure 100 per cent, efficiency and
also see that no poor quality materials are
put into the houses.

Let us turn for a moment from the
member for Melville to my friend, the
member for West Perth, on my right. He
made a reference last night, as he did
last year, to the great incubus, as he was
pleased to call it, of the State Housing
Commission. It might be as well for the
hon. member and for the House to have
an idea of what goes on in the Eastern
States. At the State Housing Commission
we have, as it were, all our eggs in one
basket. The State Housing Commission
includes the Commonwealth-State Rental
Homes, the War-Service Homes, the Work-
ers' Homes, MeNess Trust and Building
Materials Control Departments, all under
one roof.

In the Eastern States, however, in
buildings just as big as ours, and bigger
in some of the larger States, they house
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obflh e-quatter of the departmentts we
htve here. in N~sW S&uth Wales they have
tWee different Ministers administering th6
Skbe Acts that we have here, all housed in
dilterent buildings. For housing they have
10e. Gus flt; for war service homes-and
New South Wales is not an agent State
asWe ate-there is Mt. Kent Hughes; and
building materials supply is under Mr.
flckson,, M.L.C. I have been through these
departmnents and I can assure members
that one has to tramp half a mile without
any direct contact between them whatever.

in Victoria there are five separate de-
partments in different buildings: Housing,
War Service Homes, Building Materials
Clontrol. Emergency Housing and an out-
side body of architects. Here we have
them all under the one roof. In South
Australia they have the Housing Trust and
the War Service Homes Department-and

again it is not an agent State-administered
by Mr. Kent Hughes; the materials Supply
]Depatment and finally the State Bank,
which last year built over 600 houses. Here
we have all those functions controlled by
cue department, and members should not
iget the idea, that the State Housing Corn-
inio!n is a great incubus.

bfr. W. Hegney: You are putting up
a good argument for a socialistic institu-
tion.

aTH MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
thember [or Melville had a good deal to
mgW the mother evening about bricks. He
wand up, as I said at the time, with
a vierw vicious attack against the new
mhanger of the State Brick Works at
Byford. In order to acquaint members
with tbe brick position in this State, it
would be as -well to trace what has hap-
pened ,postwar regarding the control of
bricks-

From 1945 to 1948, bricks were strictly
under contrdl, and the system at that time
was -that a person could not secure a
release for bricks until he was granted a
permit to build a house by the State Hous-
ing Commission. Furthermore, the re-
pository for these bricks was at the State
Housing Commission. The Commission
knew, -as nearly as possible, the output of
the -vaiUms. brick-kilns and when it was
aware that Whitemans, for instance, were
turning out 250,000 bricks in a particular
period, it -would release permits accord-
ingbv.

Mr- Styants: That is how they issued
six-month Permits in advance at one stage.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
-was before my time. The Commonwealth-
,'State rental home builders were known as
group -contractors, and they received what
wa2s known as an allocation. The silo-
:aetn'was. determined by the trowel hands
cnmjiryed at -that time; they would esti-
Mate the number. of men working for
their grup contractors and then pro-
gressively earlb week they would make

releases from the brickyards to thoe
group builders in bulk. The Public Works
Department was also subject to control
in that each week it would be asked to
make figures available to the State Hous-
Ing Commiassion setting out the number
of bricks required, the quantity being
limited to 70,000. During this period there
were, I understand, occasions when special
releases had to be issued by the State
Housing Commission.

on the 18t September, 1948, bricks were
decontrolled and a statement was issued
that bricks could be purchased direct
from the yard. It was stated that this
was made possible by improved produc-
tion and the limitation of permits issued.
Between September, 1948, and 1949, how-
ever, the position deteriorated very rapidly
and, as members know, in July, 1949, we
unfortunately had a strike, as a result
of which the brick production slipped
back very badly during that time. Con-
trol was reintroduced, therefore, on the
19th July, 1949.

The State Housing Commission was
faced with the difficult position as to how
it would take up the reins again, because
one can well understand that during that
period of decontrol there were -many
builders who 'had possibly entered Into
contracts with various brick-makers for a
supply of bricks and had been promised
certain quantities of bricks in the next
six months or so. With these problems and
many of these orders being unexecuted,
it was decided, following a conference,
that group builders and Commonwealth-
State rental home builders would be per-
mnitted to continue with the orders that
had been placed during the period of de-
control.

With the progressive relaxation of con-
trols. however-up to 15 squares were de-
controlled early this year-the system had
to be altered to a degree, in that the in-
dividual who required a permit for a house
of up to 15 squares and made application,
saying that he needed it for his own
use, had to be given an immediate release
of controlled material. It was really from
about that time that the repository for
brick permits transferred from the State
Housing Commission to the brickyards.
Where previously releases were issued by
the State Housing Commission according to
the number of bricks available in the
yards, the position was reversed and with
the permits being issued up to 15 squares,
the applicant with his permit in his right
'hand and his release for bricks, was able
to go to the brick-carter or the brickyards.

As a result, the brickyards themselves,
instead of the State Housing Commission.
accordingly built UP a bank of releases.
The present position, therefore, is that at
the moment, provided a man requires a
house for his own use and not a beach
house or a hills house, he can get a per-
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mit for up 'to 15 squares and also obtain
his releases. He can then take his -releases
wherever he thinks he can obtain his
bricks and other materials.

Mr. Styants: Even if he has one or two
-houses already.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
hon. member is right. A short while
ago that position was brought before
the State Housing Commission and now,
super-Imposed upon the application the
individual has to make, is a declaration
-which he has to sign, setting forth that
he requires the house for his own per-
mantent occupation,, and that he has not
sold a house during the past 12 months.

Mr. Styants: He can still live In one
-and get another. He can quite easily sign
that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
-Government allocationris 70.000 bricks for
the P.W.D. and the Commonwealth-State
rental borne builders are still drawing
their bricks under what is known as
-group allocation. The Housing Commis-
sion progressively examined the position
following complaints -by the hon. member
and prompt action has been taken to
negative some of those difficulties. The
-practice -had grown up in Western Aus-
tralia, and goes back many years prewar,
whereby carters were the agents for the
delivery and distribution of bricks.

I have no doubt it was a most undesir-
able practice, particularly with the short-
ages in recent months, because an in-
dividual had to go to a carrer, hand in
his release and depend on the carrier to
make bricks available from a particular
yard whenever he could or wanted td. The
chairman of the State Housing Commis-
sion called together the major brick manu-
facturers in Western Australia and, as a
result, the system has been altered, and
now all the releases have to be handed
to the brick-manufacturer. By that means
we are endeavouring to cut out the
in-between man. This practice developed
prewar and Is nothing new, as one man
has been dealing as carrier from big yards
for 10 or 15 years.

Furthermore, the chairman of the State
'Housing Commission met both builders'
lorganisations and asked them to build
houses as nearly as possible in the order
in which they received releases. The
builders pointed out-quite rightly-that
it is not always possible to build strictly
in rotation. One can think of many dif-
ferent ways whereby permits might have
to be taken out of order. For instance,
a private builder may be erecting houses
in Scarborough. He may have a team.
with contracts for four or five houses.
Then somebody may come along and want
a house built at South Perth. A few days
later, or perhaps two or three months later.
someone else will come and say, "I want
a house built in Scarborough." Even

though -that -man's permnit for release okf
materials may be later -than that of -the
man who went to the builder and -wanted
him to erect a house In South Perth, -it
might 'be to the interest of the builder
to say, "I will build this other house at
Scarborough and the man at South Perth
will have to take his :tun wben I -get to
thlat part. of the metropolitan area."

The builders advised the chairman of
the Housing Commission that bricks 'for
the larger builder have to -a great extent
lost their identity. One -can understand
that, when one thinks of the position of
fairly big builders like 'Brine, Plunkett,
Chamberlain or Hughes. who every week
have 40 or 50 houses in course of construc-
tion. People wishing any of those men
to build for them take along their releases;
but there is such a large volume of material
coming to those builders that it would be
impossible at any hour of the day, or on
any day of the week, or any week of the
Year for them to say, "There are -your
bricks, Mr. So-and-so: and there are
yours, Mr. Blank," because there is a con-
tinual supply of anything from 500 to 1,000
and up to 2,000 bricks or more arriving at
the yards of those builders every day, It
Is easy to see how such bricks lose their
.identity.

It was stated by the hion. member tbat
there are bricks lying idle in various parts
of the metropolitan area. Some months
ago two officers were detailed -to go
into the Question -of bricks lying on
various blocks around the 'city. When
the report of those men was -received,
I was really amazed to find the small num-
ber that was, in fact, lying idle. I am
certain that the quantity of bricks we are
-getting today is insufficient for the trowel
hands available. It is obvious that a
builder employing a bricklayer has to pay
him and cannot afford to have him stand-
ing idle. The result is that he is able to
make use of every brick on which he can
lay his hands. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition was at the State Housing Com-
mission's office interviewing Mr. Bond
some two or three weeks ago, and he pro-
vided a list of eight or .10 people who had
bricks lying at grass. I myself looked at
the files and I found that in every Instance
there was a reason for those bricks not
being used. I have cited the case of a
man who may be building a house at Scar-
borough. In that case, bricks might be
put on the block of the man at South
Perth and have to remain there until the
builder at Scarborough can arrange to
use them.

Again, more than one type of brick may
be required in the construction of a house.
In many instances, three types of bricks
are used. For example, some of the lighter
bricks used in fireplaces may be required.
Then there are pressed bricks for the out-
side walls and wire-cuts for inside. I do
not know of any brickyard in Western Aus-
tralia that produces all three. When comn-

281



202 [ASSEMBLY.]

pleted, the new section of the State Brick
Works, at Armadale, will do so; but to
the best of my knowledge there is no brick-
yard in the metropolitan area at present
producing two kinds of bricks, let alone
three. The result is that even if only two
kinds of bricks are required by a builder.
he may have to go to the State Brick
Works or to one of the larger yards for
pressed bricks and say. "I want 8,000 or
10,000 pressed bricks from you, and I will
have to go to another yard to obtain wire-
cuts." Consequently, a builder may be
able to get hold of pressed bricks and not
wire-cuts or, alternatively, wire-cuts and
not pressed bricks.

What is the remedy? Is it to cancel
all the orders we have at present and start
afresh? On the other hand, should we
engage an army of inspectors to stand out
on the roads leading from the brickyards
and ask carriers where they are taking
their loads? It should be remembered that
we are passing through a transition period,
not only in Western Australia but through-
out the Commonwealth. This State is
emerging from the position of a State re-
quiring to build 2,000 to 3,000 houses pre-
war to one needing to build from 7.000
to 9,000: and there must be some elasticity
during such a period of transition. From
making a close survey of the position, I am
perfectly certain that during this transi-
tion period, until we entirely free our-
selves of these controls, it will be very
difficult to devise a system that will over-
come the few anomalies--and there are
some-that are with us today in regard to
the distribution of bricks.

To sum up the brick position and the
fact that there are not enough building
materials to go round, let us agree that the
proof of the pudding is in the eating. This
Government, in its wisdom, lifted controls
to 121 squares last year and in January
this year the figure went to 15 squares. It
is my responsibility, and I know it is the
wish of the Government and of every
member, to ensure that people in this
State are housed as quickly as possible.
Let us look at the figures prior to the
easing of controls and the allowing of
spec building and week-end building,
and ascertain the result of the removal of
certain restrictions.

I have here some figures relating to
building by contract and houses erected by
owner-builders. They are as follows:-

Year Contract Owner-
builders

1947-48 2,465 308
1948-49 2,534 710
1949-50 2,591 918

Total

2,71
3,244
3 ,509

We come now to the period since the
easing of controls. Here are the figures:-
For 1950-51, I have the Statistician's
figures only for the period ended the 31st
March this Year, or a period of nine
months. In that time, we built 300 more
houses than in the Previous Year, the

figures being: Contract. 2,530; owner-
builders, 1.274; total, 3.804. 1 was advised
today that it is estimated that for
1950-51, 5,154 houses will have been
erected. The approximate figures are:
Contract. 3,430; owner-builders, 1,724;
making a total of 5,154. That is at the
30th June.

Mr. Cornell: That is a good case for the
lilting of controls altogether.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is
a good indication of what can happen
when there is an easing of controls.
Owner-builders have increased the output
of houses from '710 in 1948-49, the last
completed year of control, to 1,274. Those
are completed houses and not the ones of
which the hon. member made mention as
being only hall-completed. We know that
half-completed houses are inevitable In
view of the expanding building programme.
However, I think those figures speak for
themselves.

The member for Melville read a letter
forwarded, I take it, by one of his con-
stituents, in which I was taken to task for
having written to him in December last
year advising him that, even though he
had not got his bricks from the State
Brick Works, if he were to try two of the
private companies-one was the Midland
Brick Coy-he could probably secure some
within two months. Here I have a copy
of the "flaily News" of November, 1949, As
I told members earlier, we recontrolled
Bricks in July of that year because they
had got out of hand. Here in this paper
we have the Midland Brick Coy. advertising
as follows-

Bricks. No Waiting. Ring UJ 344.
We deliver. Midland Brick Coy.

Then, on September 12, 1950, in the
same paper, we find the same company
advertising again as follows:-

Brick carting available
Junction. Ring UJ 336.

Midland

Was I not therefore justified in writing
to that man, seeing that these advertise-
ments had been brought to my notice, and
saying to him, 'Though you cannot get
bricks at the State Brick Works, I suggest
you try this company or the W.A. Brick
Works at Orange Grove." ? I would like
to read to the House the building materials
report of Mr. Christie for the month of
September, 1950. Here is what he had to
say-

Bricks: Slight reduction in overall
output due to winter conditions but
some improvement should be shown in
October.

A considerable variation is apparent
in the lag in deliveries amongst
various yards. Metropolitan Brick Coy.
(wire-cuts) and the State Brick Works
(pressed) are committed up to approxi-
mately eight to nine months.

Smaller yards are maintaining de-
liveries of about three to four months.
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In his October report for 1950, two months
before I wrote, he said-

Bricks: Some improivement over
September output with better weather
conditions. Production should pro-
gressively increase with a substantial
lift early in the New Year.

During the course of these inquiries into
the brick position by the State Housing
Coranmission, I had reason to speak to the
manager of the State Brick Works about
a complaint that had been received with
regard to some brick allocations from the
State works. As a result, Mr. Gomme
ordered an inquiry to be held into what
have been known as staff concessions.
These concessions have been in vogue since
the time of Mr. E. B. Sinclair, and go
back to about 1937. As Mr. Gomme dis-
covered, the practice had been established
in that year and had continued ever since
and employees at the brickyards were
able to purchase clinkers and bats for 10s.
per load. One can easily see what has
happened in the present diffiult times.

A number of employees--I do not blame
them for seizing the opportunity of secur-
ing clinkers and bats, as the practice had
been going on since 1937-secured quite
considerable numbers of these bricks; in
one case nearly sufficient to complete a
house. An investigation was held by Mr.
Hall, the assistant manager, with the re-
sult that all bats are now sold at 10Os.
per load, but all clinkers have to be
recovered and sold as such, a release hav-
ing to be obtained before the sale is
effected. His recommendation was as
follows:-

I also recommend that bricks--
clinkers or otherwise--subject to re-
lease being produced, be sold to em-
ployees at a discount of 10 per cent.,
the quantity to any one permanent
employee to be limited to requirements
for one house only.

I come now to the scurrilous allegations
that have been made against the manager
of the Byford brickworks. I am abso-
lutely disgusted to think that the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition should rise to
his feet and defame-as I am going to
show-without foundation, a man who has
no opportunity of replying. I realise that
those of us who are in public life have a
duty and a responsibility to the people, but
before we begin speaking in Parliament
about persons outside, we should at least
go thoroughly into our facts and make
certain that the statements we are about
to utter are true and not such as to defame
some innocent person. I am going to
outline to the House how Mr. Harrison
came to be employed by the State Brick
Works.

Late last year. when it was decided to
erect the wire-cut brickworks at Armadale,
it became obvious that the State Brick
Works would require extra managerial staff
and the general manager consequently ad-

vertised throughout Australia and also
asked Mr. Kitson, our Agent-General in
London, to advertise over there. The re-
sult was that Mr. Harrison, the present
manager of the Byford works, was selected
for appointment.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Where did he come
from?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: From
Manchester. I think that at this stage,
in view of his subsequent actions, I should
show the House the type of application
that this man submitted to Mr. IKitson,
our Agent-General in London, for a post
11,000 miles away. The application reads
as follows:-

107 York-street,
Denton.

Dear Sir,
I wish to apply for a post as brick-

maker. My experience being from the
age of 14, my present age being 33.
Reason for seeking new post is working
for relations. Hoping for a favourable
reply.

Yours faithfully,
R. Harrison.

P.8.-Wife and one child aged 11
months.

That is the application, with Mr. Kitson's
mark on it. I think it typifies Mr. Harri-
son, who is an uneducated man, and, as
I will demonstrate to the House, it is
entirely in keeping with his attitude when
he wrote this letter from Armadale to
Capt. Bruce. Let us now look also at
the reference sent on from London by Mr.
Kitson. It reads as follows:-

East Road Brick Works,
Longslght,

Manchester 17.
24th February, 1950.

Re:- Robert Harrison, 107 York-road,
Denton, Manchester.

I hereby confirm that Mr. Robert
Harrison has been employed by this
company for several years, and is now
assistant manager at our Denton
works. He is a member of a very
old established brick-making family.
and has done quite a variety of jobs
whilst in the employ of this company.
His experience covers :--Clay hole and
haulage, wirecut brick plant, drying.
setting, drawing and burning of Hoff-
man kilns.

He is conscientious and consistently
honest, and whilst we do not wish to
lose his services, we are obliged to give
him a first-class report.

Yours faithfully,
For and on behalf of

J7. & A. Jackson Ltd.,
(Sgd.) J. L. Hulse,

Secretary.
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In due course, Mr. Harrison arrived
ill Western Australia and took up his
position at the briekworks early in June.
As a house was not then available for
him, the State Brick Works arranged for
him to stay at Ye Olde Narrogin Inn
until Mr. Payne vacated the home that
was to be occupied later by Mr. Harri-
son. That took place on the 11th June
and I want members to bear these dates
in mind. On the 16th June Capt. Bruce
wrote to Mr. Harrison at Byford, as the
member for Melville has told the House,
and Mr. Harrison replied as follows:-

In answer to your letter received
on the 17th June, there seems to
be some mistake as it is the State
Brick Works, Byford, of which I am
the manager. If I can be of any as-
sistance to you I will meet you on
Saturday morning, the 20th June, at
10.30 a.m. if this is convenient to
you, at the above address.

Exception was taken to Mr. Harrison hav-
ing opened the letter, although it was ad-
dressed "Mr. Harrison, Cardup Brick
Works." If the letter had been addressed
"The Manager, Cardup Brick Works," I
'Would agree that it would have been in-
correct for Mr. Harrison to open it, but
if I received, at my home at Kenwick, a
letter addressed "Mr. G. Wild, Cottesloe,"
I think it would be reasonable for me to
assume that it was intended for me. I
think 999 people out of a thousand would
have done as Mr. Harrison did, as the
letter was addressed to him and he
thought it was meant for him.

In addition, the member for Melville
raised the question of Mr. Harrison
having replied on plain paper enclosed in
an envelope marked "Ye Olde Narrogin
Inn," and on the fact that he did not
type the letter on official paper. I have
had conversations with Mr. Harrison on
the subject of this regrettable affair and
his explanation is. without doubt, the per-
fectly obvious one. He was at that time
in a state of transition, moving from the
hotel to his new home at Byford. He and
his wife were endeavouring to furnish
their new home and at that stage were
eating at Ye Olde Narrogin Inn and
sleeping at their house. Mr. Harrison
had this letter in his pocket and his wife
said to him, "You should answer that
.letter."

The result was that at home one
evening he wrote the answer on a plain
piece of paper, just as any one of us
might. He had no envelopes but his wife
said, "I have two or three Olde Narrogin
Inn envelopes," and that is how that sta-
tionery came to be used. Exception was
also taken to Mr. Harrison having asked
Capt. Bruce to come out at 10.30 on a
Saturday morning. The answer to that
Is that the brickworks have been work-
ing on Saturday mornings for months
.Past. Had Mr. Harrison asked Capt.

Bruce to come out on a Sunday there
might have been reason to query his
action but, as I say, the brickworks have
been working every Saturday morning to
Provide bricks for the erection of the new
works at Armadale, and Saturday morning
was just a normal working day to Mr.
Harrison.

Then again, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition asked why Mr. Harrison did
not type the letter. Mr. Harrison is a
fine brickmaker but unfortunately he
'was denied a good education. As he men-
tions in his application, he left school at
the age of 14 years and I do not think
any member could visualise him typing a
letter. Capt. Bruce went to see the chair-
man of the Housing Commission and
commenced by making allegations to him
and stating that Mr. Harrison had in-
ferred something to the effect that for
£5 he could get some bricks.

At that Mr. Browniie called Mr. Hynani
in so as to have a witness to the con-
versation and, at its conclusion, said to
Capt. Bruce, "You should take this mat-
ter to Mr. Gomme. He is the general
manager of the State Brick Works and it
is his prerogative. You should go to him
immediately." He then rang Mr. Gomme
and advised him of what Capt. Bruce had
said. The Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion laid great stress on what a famous
man Capt. Bruce was and told the House
what great qualifications he had. Al-
though I do not know Capt. Bruce, and
he is probably all that has been said of
him, the first point that strikes me, in
view of the fact that he had his wife
with him when he went to Byford and
they were two, as against one In the per-
son of Mr. Harrison, is that he did not
pursue the conversation further and get
the fellow right in.

According to the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, Capt. Bruce is an educated
and brainy man, and I would have
thought the first thing he would do, if
someone made the statement alleged to
have been made to him, would be to
think, "Here is a man who is trying to
get £5 for a load of bricks or for 1,000
bricks, so I had better get him to
commit himself properly;"1 yet he
finished up before he left by shak-
ing hands with Mr- Harrison and
thanking him for what he had done.
But then, a day or two later, having
thought it over-and I suggest to the
House that I think this man had an ob-
session-he then decided, "I had better go
and spill the beans to someone." So he
cooked up a story and started off by going
to the chairman of the State Housing Coin-
mission.

To show this Captain Bruce is not as
credulous as Perhaps the member for Mel-
ville makes him out to be, I wish to read
a few extracts from the file before me.
He went to Mr. Brownlie and is alleged
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to 'have said-and it was quoted by the
bion, member in his speech as well as
being in the report of the Inquiry held
at the State Brick Works Into these allega-
tions-that Mr. Brownile during this con-
versation with him said, "There has been
an injustice done to this man-an anomaly
has been created-see that this man gets
231 thousand bricks on his block."

That is what Captain Bruce said at the
inquiry. He said that Mr. Brownile told
that to Mr. Hlynam who was in his office.
Let us see what the chairman of the State
Housing Commission had to say about
this. He put in a report on the 17th of
the month which was the day Capt. Bruce
was there. He makes a long reference
to the interview and finishes up by saying-

With regard to the statement which
Captain Bruce states that I made to
him, viz.: "There has been an injustice
done to this man, an anomaly has
been created: see that this man gets
231 thousand bricks put on his block"
-this is entirely incorrect. No such
statement was made.

And it is corroborated by Mr. Hynam, who
was with him at the time. So perhaps this
gentleman is not so credulous as the mem-
ber for Melville would have members be-
lieve. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
also took me to task for not having seen
him about this matter. He wrote to me,
then came to see me and asked if I would
see Capt. Bruce in the presence of Harri-
son. The hon. member has been a Minister
of the Crown for many years longer than
I have and I take it that he is quite an
able administrator and I have no doubt
that he knows, in his innermost mind, that
the first essential for a good administrator
is to have able lieutenants whom he allows
to conduct their own departments.

So when he came to me and wanted me
to see Capt. Bruce with Mr. Harrison, my
immediate reactions were: "Mr. Qomme is
the manager of the State Brick Works and
it is before him that this statement should
be made and then he, in his turn, can
make a report to me." Therefore, I say
I was fully justified iii taking the action
I did. I may not have had the adminis-
trative experience in government matters
that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
has had, but possibly I may have had some
outside.

An inquiry was held on the 4th July
by the assistant general manager of the
State Brick Works, Mr. Hall, and at that
inquiry were the member for Melville, Capt.
and Mrs. Bruce, Wilkin the brick distribu-
tion man from the brickworks and Mr.
Harrison. The meeting was arranged, I
thought, with the object of allowing Capt.
Bruce to look Harrison straight in the eye
and say, "Harrison, when I was at the
brickworks with m~y wife the other day
you made certain suggestions to me that
if I gave you £5, or words to that effect,
I could get some bricks."

[16]

But did Capt. Bruce do that? The
Deputy Leader of the Opposition said that
he refused to do it because he might
have left himself open to a charge of
libel. There was a man with his wife
for corroboration of the fact that this
fellow was alleged to have said, "If You
give mec £5, I will see you get some bricks."
Is there any court in the land, which, hav-
ing heard that corroborative evidence.
would not have said, "Guilty'? There-
fore, if Capt. Bruce lay in his bed at night
obsessed with the idea that be could get
bricks by saying that and then was not
prepared to go into the witness box and
state, "This man said that," I think he
must have turned over in bed and realised
that the shot that he thought he would
bring off had misfired.

The general manager of the State Brick
Works (Mr. Gomme) was away in the
South-West at the time of the inquiry
and on his return, he forwarded me, on
the 17th July, his considered opinion after
his perusal of the report by Mr. Hall. I
see from the file that he interviewed Mr.
Elston and one or two others and he wrote
me a memorandum in which I think, if
I remember rightly, his final summing up
was as follows:-

As Capt. Bruce will not face the
accused person with his original state-
ment, the only course I can see to
follow is to absolve Mr. Harrison of
any complicity as he is innocent until
proved guilty and I cannot find that
way.

And, of course-I say "of course"-I con-
curred in the recommendation that no
further action be taken.

Mr. McCulloch: What did Bruce stand
to gain from the allegation?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: He
gained nothing from the allegation, but
I submit that he was hoping to gain from
something which misfired. I think I can
sum up this case best by saying, "Here
you have a man who had an obsession."
I do not blame him if he had been waiting
10 or 12 months or whatever period it was.
He wanted to get some bricks. He took
his wife to Byford and met this man
Harrison. It would do members of this
House good to pay a visit to Byford and
see Harrison to ascertain how broad of
speech he is.

He is a broad Lancashire man and I
have great difficulty in following what he
says and, furthermore, he speaks with his
mouth closed. As I have already said. I
think Capt. Bruce had an obsession. He
wanted bricks. He went to Byford and
misunderstood this man and from the
statement that Harrison made to the gen-
eral manager of the State Brick Works, I
can fully understand that the actual words
he uttered to Capt. Bruce and his wife
could have been qulite easily misunder-
stood. Harrison said that when Capt.
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Bruce complained to him about not being
able to get bricks he said, "That is nought"
-a typical North of England expression.

Mr. Totterdell: That is "nowt."

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes,
".nowt."1 I can well understand that that
is just what the man said. I think Capt.
Bruce has an obsession.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: It sounds a bit
as though the Minister has an obsession.

The MINISTER FOR. HOUSING: If
one first looks at the statement he made
to Mr. Brownie, then at the statement
he made to Mr. Gomme, the general man-
ager, and then at the one he made at the
inquiry conducted at the office, one can
see that they are not Identical and, In
addition to that, there is the fact that
he said he made a statement in front of
Mr. Brownie and Mr. Hynam of the State
Housing Commission both of whom gave
emphatic denials.

Let us reflect for one moment on this
man who has been done this shocking
injury. Here is a man who, as I have
shown to the House, is unfortunately not
well educated. He left school at 14 years
of age and he writes a letter such as has
been mentioned for a job in Australia. Is
not that indicative of the standard of his
education? Is it not in keeping with the
sort of thing that he did in his innocence?
He thought-and would not members do
the same if new to a job and they wanted
to do their best for the country 9-that
he would write the letter on a small piece
of paper, to which reference has been
made-

Mr. J. Hegney: More than half the
scholars in the State do not remain at
school after they have reached the age
of 14.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I sub-
mit that this man has been done a shock-
ing injury. He was misunderstood by a
man who had an obsession and who
wanted bricks. Finally, on reflection, that
man was not prepared to stand up to the
allegation that he had made against
Harrison. In the interests of British
justice, could I say that this man was
guilty when the man who made this
terrible accusation would not come along
and look him in the eye and say, "You
offered me bricks if I was prepared to give
you £.5."1

But no; as I have said, he had turned
over in bed in the meantime and realised
that he did not have the courage of his
convictions and thus went away with the
knowledge that his objective had misfired.
Therefore, Harrison is exonerated, and
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
should offer him an apology because I
entirely agree with the finding brought in
by the general manager of the State
Brick Works,

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [5.581: If
only Capt. Bruce had been supplied with
as many building bricks as he has been
with verbal bricks this afternoon, then
there would not have been this discussion,
the last of which, I assure the Minister,
has not been heard. I want to acquaint
the Government at this stage--contrary
to the usual practice-that it is my inten-
tion to move an amendment to the
Address-in-reply In order that a full in-
quiry be made into this matter.

The reason I am Informing the Gov-
ernment at this stage is because unless
there is a repudiation of undertakings
made, such an amendment, when moved,
will be carried as undertakings have
been given by supporters of the Gov-
ernment. As it Is unusual for any motion
relating to the Address-in-reply to have
any strings attached to it, I am submitting
the matter at this stage to give the Gov-
ernment an opportunity of announcing
that it will allow an inquiry to be con-
ducted into this matter; and if it does
so, I will be pleased to seek leave of the
House to withdraw the amendment which
I propose to move.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: The Minister for
Housing should welcome an inquiry.

Mr. GRAHAM: I intend to reserve my
remarks on housing and building till the
latter portion of my address. Whilst State
Parliaments as such have very little influ-
ence in the matter of international affairs,
it appears to be a common practice for the
public at large to point an accusing finger
at members and generally decry politicians
because of the present state of world af-
fairs and because, In their opinion, mem-
bers are doing nothing about it. I trust
that I shall be able to proceed without a
great deal of interruption because my views
may be regarded as unorthodox. Let us
take a momentary glance around the
world with the object of drawing certain
conclusions on what I see happening about
Me.

There is no gainsaying the fact that war
clouds are gathering at present. As to
whether there will,- in fact, be an inter-
national conflict remains to be seen. I
am inclined to think that it will not occur.
When I gaze about the various parts of
the world through the only media available
to us-books, newspapers and broadcasts
over the air-I find certain things. In the
main the Americans are carrying on a war
in Korea, firstly against the Northern
Koreans and secondly against Chinese
forces.

In Indo-China, French troops are light-
Ing against the native people. In Malaya,
British troops are engaged in conflict, as
they have been for some time, against the
inhabitants of that country. Until re-
cently, Dutch forces were engaged in hos-
tilities against the Indonesians. Members
will recall that Britain was at loggerheads
with Burma and that there have been con-
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fiets, not necessarily armed conflicts, be-
tween Britain and India, Britain and Pales-
tine and Britain and Egypt. I say nothing
about the dispute with Persia.

In practically every one of those in-
stances, 'we find that either a European
power or America has troops in another
part of the world, thousands of miles from
the homeland, taking action against the
natives of the particular territories-
natives who largely are seeking Independ-
ence from foreign domination and influ-
ence.

The Attorney General: Are not they as-
slating the natives of those countries? I
understood they were.

Mr. GRAHAM: These people are seek-
ing to throw off the shackles which they
have endured for thousands of years. Pos-
sibly if the Japanese entered Australia,
they would do quite a lot of things to
develop the country economically, but
everyone of us would resent any suggestion
that this should be permitted. Largely
arising from World War I1, the native
people of Asia have developed a national
conscience. They have trained, educated
and worldly-wise leaders who are unpre-
pared any longer than they can possibly
help to tolerate domination by what to
them is a foreign power.

Mr, Grayden: It was not the Malayans;
it was the Chinese that caused the trouble
there.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps we could dis-
cuss that matter at some other time. It
should not be necessary for me to occupy
time by entering into all the details on
this occasion. Suffie it to say that Euro-
pean powers are taking action in Asia
against Asiatics, and I believe that eventu-
ally we shall reap the reward. Australia
is an outpost of European civilisation com-
prising a mere handful of people and ad-
jacent to about 1.200 million people who
will double their numbers within the next
half century. If we take action to provoke
those people, we shall assuredly bring
trouble upon our heads.

Just as Australia obtained sell-govern-
ment and just as India and Pakistan, after
many years of bickering and fighting, have
gained sell-government, so it is only a
matter of time before the Asiatic countries
obtain complete control of their destinies.
All we are doing at present is to cause
trouble, and Australia, because of its geo-
graphical position, will find itself in animpossible situation, notwithstanding the
extent to which it builds up its population.

The Attorney General: I take it the
same objection would apply to New Guinea,
so far as Australia is concerned.

Mr. GRAHAM: I feel suspicious of the
state of affairs that appears to be develop-
ing in the world today. I am conscious
that anyone who speaks in an unorthodox
manner or submits views that run counter
to accepted policy immediately lays him-

self open to all sorts of extreme accuna-
tions-that he is a communist, a fellow-
traveller on the road, red, pink, or some-
thing of that nature. Not only during the
past few years, but also since I was in my
teens, I have endeavoured to study polit 1P
cal and ethnological questions in order to
form a judgment upon world trenid.

When we consider the United States of
America and the statistics pertaining to
that country and realise that there were
4.000.000 unemployed in July. 1949. with
the number progressively increasing, it
becomes obvious to any student that. the
United States, the last bastion of api-
talism-I use that term in its broadest
sense-was in danger of collapsing, and
that it became necessary for the financial
interests of the country to do somiething.
about the situation that 'was inevitably
developing.

Consequently, schemes were evolvedl
under which the United States of America.
in effect, began making presents of rnl-
lions of dollars in goods to other countries
of the world for the purpose of bolstering
up their own economic system and finding-
an outlet for their tremendous production-.
That was only a temporary expedient-.
Throughout the history of capitalism, It
has been found that, when a critical point
was reached, the greatest stimulus was
war or preparation for war. That, of.
course, is the device being used by the.
United States of America on this occasion.

It has had the effect of solving the
problem of the tremendous production of
goods, which could not otherwise be solved,
and the unemployment problem. But, of
course, if the process is allowed to con-
tinue, not only will America be armed to
the teeth but countries in Europe and Asia
will also be supplied with their require-
ments at concession rates, or without pay-
ment, and then nothing short of war could
stave off the collapse of the capitalis
system in the United States.

Mr. Griffith: Do not you think that
America saved our necks in the last war?

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, but because a
Japanese did me a good turn a few years
ago, does not make me forget what
occurred in the recently-concluded war. I
point out that of the major countries in
the world, the United States is the only
one that has not had the terrible experi-
ences of a modern war inside its own
borders. Would anyone suggest that
Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Poland,
Norway or Russia would, as a matter of
deliberate policy, decide to use the
extremity of war? To the Americans, war
has been something that has occurred
thousands of miles away. A war has been
a great adventure, and, in addition, it has
meant great prosperity to those who re-
mained behind.

The Attorney General: That is hardWt
correct.
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Mr.. GRUCAMn Many thousands of
Amercan citizens went oversea in both
'World 'War I andi World War H1. With
gay .alandon, Silver Oaks, Purple Hearts
and other decorations were given in count-
less thousands to those young men who,
without question, did a wonderful Job.
The wars, in time, were concluded and
America, of course, was responsible for
winning both of them-from her own
p~oint of view. Then the bands played and
America settled back to its old task.

But the horrors of war, physical devasta-
tion, and physical and mental torture to,
.not thousands, but millions of men, women
and children, have not been experienced in
the United States. I am no apologist for
the U.S.S.R., but if arms are supplied by
-that country to some other nation, then
the accusing finger is pointed. But
strangely enough, if some peace gesture is
made by it. or some proposal to overcome
a difficult situation is submitted, It appears
to be regarded with as great suspicion
as if an army of several millions were sent
across Europe, or somewhere else.

The Attorney General: There is an army
of several millions across Europe.

Mr. GRAHAM: So, as there is this hos-
tility and criticism levelled and suspicion
,created almost the moment after some
responsible leader of Russia makes a
specific plea, one wonders whether there
Is really any sincerity in the desire of
certain leaders to preserve peace, or
whether they are not more concerned with
'the terrible prospect of a future war.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.
I.The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]
Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The bon. mem-

-ber may proceed.
Mr. GRAHAM: Prior to the tea suspen-

zlon, I was dealing with-
Point of Order.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: On a point of order,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I wish to draw your
attention to the fact that whilst the
Minister for Housing was speaking, he
,quoted from a file which is a public docu-
ment. I ask that that file be tabled.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Would the hon.
member agree to leave that question open
until the Speaker has resumed the Chair?

Hon. 3. B. Tonkin: Yes, provided it is
the intention of the Speaker to resume his
seat this evening and that there is an
Opportunity of having the papers tabled.

'Mry. Deputy Speaker: I can reassure the
bon. member in that regard.

Debate Resumed.
Mr. GRAHAM: Before the tea susp en-

sion I was making some reference to the
poicy of certain countries in doing what
is tantamount to interfering with the
affairs of other countries-

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Point of Order.
Hon. .1. T. Tonkin: On a point Of Order,

I asked the Deputy Speaker in your
absence, Sir, if he would ask the Minister
for Housing to -table the files from which
he quoted during his speech this evening,
and the Deputy Speaker asked me to defer
the question until your return. I now point
out -that during his speech the Minister
for Housing quoted from public files. Memo-
bers have the right to ask that such files
be tabled. I ask that the files to which
I have referred be tabled and request that
you direct that that be done.

Mr. Speaker: Any papers from which
the Minister quoted may be tabled.

The Minister for Housing: I have the
papers -here. I move-

That these Papers be tabled.
Question put and passed; papers tabled.

Debate Resumed.

Mr. GRAHAM: Ireland is another
country that comes within the category
to which I have referred. I think it is
patently obvious to anyone that it is Only
a matter of tine-whether 25 or 150 years
-when the two portions of that country
will be re-united. I believe I am right in
saying, without unduly criticising the
British authorities, that it is largely due
to British intervention and Influence that
Ireland is in a state of partition today.
There can be nothing but a deleterious in-
fluence on international relationships
generally from these outside influences
which history, and particularly recent his-
tory, has shown to be deeply resented by
the countries concerned.

This is borne out not only by the activi-
ties of the countries of which I have spoken,
but also by the growing trend about which
I had something to say 12 months ago.
I notice that those portions of the world
which are Pleased to call themselves demo-
cratic countries are gathering to them-
selves all of the most reactionary elements
that exist today; and this is being done,
apparently, with the blessing of all the
democratic States.

I would refer, in the first instance, to
the various countries in South America.
No one, by the greatest stretch of imagina-
tion, could say that they were democratic,
and we find that recently the United States
of America has been wooing pranco, the
dictator of Spain. Apparently Spain is to
become another so-called democratic na-
tion to Join with the allegedly democratic
group. in Greece, from figures that I gave
Previously, not hundreds but some thous-
ands of people are being executed every few
months on account of their political con-
victions. We know Chiang Kai Shek to
have been one of the most corrupt leaders
of a country in recent years.

Mr. Manning: How do we know it?
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Mr. GRAHAM: We know It-apart from
other factors--because of a report made
to the United States Government by a spe-
cial commissioner who went to China to
investigate the position. South Africa has
recently embarked on a programme of
racial discrimination, placing the people
there in four different categories and limit-
ing their ordinary civil activities according
to the group in which they are placed;
yet South Africa is another country that
is regarded as being democratic!

In Germany and Italy, the old school of
Nazis and Fascists are being once again
Placed back on the throne. Not only is
one able to gauge that from the reading of
various publications, but also from con-
versation with different people', I am speak-
ing particularly of those who have recently
arrived from Italy. Their conversation
points unmistakably to the fact that all
the Fascists of the previous regime are
being put back into positions of authority
and are occupying seats of responsibility.

The .Attorney General:. You must have
a lot of communistic friends.

Mr. Styants: By the colour of the
Attorney General's tie he has some, too.

The Attorney General: I have not.
Mr. GRAHAM: I stated at the outset

of my remarks that it was terrible to think
that if anyone speaks other than along
the old conservative line--

The Attorney General: Not at all.

Mr. GRAHAM: -deviating from it-
irrespective of the facts and irrespective
of the evidence-some person, without any
great sense of responsibility, immediately
casts aspersion and talks about Reds and
so On.

The Attorney General: Not at all.

Mr. GRAHAM: One would have thought
that a Minister of the Crown would have
had a better sense of proportion and
responsibility than that.

The Minister for 'Lands: It sounded as
though you were talking to them.

Mr. GRAHAM: There are a number of
other countries that come within the
category of which I have spoken. We heard
the Minister for Housing say not once, but
I suppose 40 or 50 times, that perhaps
somebody had an obsession; I feel con-
fident that that is the position with regard
to the United States of America at the
present time. It would appear that the
leaders of that country fear that there
are Reds around the corner, under the bed
and everywhere else. Accordingly, because
of their Panic and their attitude, they arc
grasping all these most reactionary forces
-those against whom we fought in the
recently concluded war-and are trying to
take them as friends and allies.

The Minister for Works: What is the
alternative?

Mr. GRAHAM: Unfortunately, Austra-
i~a and Britain are being dragged by the
heels because of the unfortunate situa-
tion. Britain's foreign policy has always
been based on the balance of power.,
Accordingly, for her own protection and
security it is necessary for her to be closely.
associated with the United States. But I
feel that we can purchase that security
at too great a price and today, as mem-
bers are aware, negotiations are proceed-
ing as a preliminary to a conference to
arrange a peace treaty with Japan. There
are also proposals for the rearming of
that country. As though Japan of all
countries in the world could be trusted
with a rearmament programme!

Japan is the only country in the East
that could carry out an air-borne or sea-
borne invasion of Australia.; Let China,
Korea, the Phillipines, Indonesia, Indo-
China or any of those countries rave and
rant for the next half century. They most
certainly have not the power necessary to
come to Australia to assault these shores.
of course, everybody knows that while
Russia has a not inconsiderable sub-
marine fleet, she has nothing in the way
of capital ships and all the other vessels
necessary in order to undertake an ex-
cursion many thousands of miles from
her home bases.

Mr. Hutchinson: Capital ships have
.been found to be of little use for that
purpose have they not?

Mr. GRAHAM: No, not for that pur-
pose.

Mr. Griffth: You are well informed,
are you not?

Mr. GRAHAM: I thought that there
would be a number of innuendoes coming
from the member for Canning and young
irresponsible members of that ilk.

The Minister for Lands: You are not
too old yourself, you know.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am a good deal older
in the matter of public life and experience.

Mr. Griffiths: That does not count for
everything.

Mr. GRAHAM: So far as Japan is con-
cerned, I should say that that country
ranks as No. 1 in treachery. Surely the
people of Australia have not forgotten the
tragedy of the sinking of the "Centaur"!
Surely they do not close their minds to
the pictures of Australian troops being
decapitated! Surely they remember the
brutal murder of Australian nurses, and
surely, too, they have some recollection
of all the atrocities perpetrated by the
Japanese troops! In addition, there is the
harsh and severe treatment meted out to
so Many Servicemen, many thousands of
whom returned to find that their health
had been impaired either to a greater or
lesser degree. Yet, it is proposed that this
selfsame country, within a short half
dozen years of the cessation of hostilities,
should be permitted to rearm.
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I know the old- thought that Japan mnust
be built up In strength in the hope that.
she will some day turn westward and
Join in the fight against the U.S.S.R. It
will probably be found. because Japan baa
so many grudges against the British Com-
monwealth and. the United States of
America, that Just as. Adolf Hitler turned,
In the opposite direction from which he
was assisted, aided and encouraged, Japan
wil perform likewise.

Of course, I am aware that mine is as
a voice crying in the wilderness so far as
the Press is concerned. There seems to
be a complete blackout in the matter of
protest against what I regard as a most
terrible action that is contemplated by
certain nations at the present time. But,
there is no question whatever, so far as
the general 'feeling of members of the
public is concerned. Apart from all other
factors the rearming of Japan is a direct
and flagrant contravention of a treaty
which was solemnly signed by 11 nations
at the conclusion of open hostilities. But
apparently at the present time-

Mr. Ackland: Do you not think the
position of the world has changed since
then?

Mr. GRAHAM: I thought that English-
speaking countries took pride In the fact
that they honoured obligations solemnly
entered into.

Mr. Aekland: You would rather drive
Japan to Russia I suppose.

Mr. GRAHAM: It Is not a question of
driving Japan anywhere. There would be
certain limitations imposed In the first in-
stance. Those in authority in Japan, learn-
ing from the experilnce of Germany, will
proceed to go a. little further. Then, it
will require something approaching a
major war for any disciplinary action to
be taken against Japan. Of course, that
would not be voluntarily entered into, and
accordingly this most savage and brutal
of all Asiatic countries would be armed
to the teeth. Then, it would merely wait
for an appropriate opportunity and we
would have a repetition of what we ex-
perienved some ten years ago.

The Attorney General: .I do not think
they are any more brutal than the
Russians, are they?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am not the least bit
concerned in what the Attorney General
thinks. Experience in this Chamber has
shown me that it is not worth considering.

The Minister for Lands: He knows more
than you do.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am serious in my
statement and as the Minister for lands
has thrown himself into the picture I will
tell him that he usually makes an inter-
J~ction in an undertone. The only time
we hear from him is when he stands in
his place and reads a speech. He is a
Minister who is incapable of delivering
an address of his own volition.

Mr. W. flegney.: And he has a hide like
a rhinoceros.

Mr. GRAHAM: IfU that is so. then it
could probably be a case of mistaken
Identity.

The Attorney General: You have to
descend. to personalities.

The Minister for Lands: I would put
you in a cage, if I had the authority to
do so.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You would be a
real dictator.

Mr. GRAHAM: I suggest that the
Minister for Lands study himself in the
mirror.

The Minister for Lands: You spend
more time in front of the mirror looking
at your beautiful wavy hair.

The Minister for Works: We will never
get the rent Bill through!

Mr. GRAHAM: It is all right for the
Minister for Works to make these re-
marks. He has developed a most inflated
opinion of himself because of his rapid
promotion to the front bench.

Mr. Bovell: If the member for East
Perth were inflated any more he would
bust.

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us forget the per-
sonalities, and th member for East Perth
can resume his speech.

Mr. GRAHAM: I thought that I was
on my feet and accordingly I had the
privilege of addressing you, Sir. How-
ever, a number of other members ha~e
usurped that privilege. As I was indicat-
ing. I view with the gravest concern the
international situation; I can find no-
thing whatever to give me solace in the
picture which is presented. I would now
like to briefly outline a few trends, some
of them most recent. From them mem-
bers will appreciate what I am saying.
While it is the right of every member to
disagree with my observations. I still feel
I have the right to express my views, in
which I honestly believe.

Several members interjected.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. GRAHAM: In the last session of

the Commonwealth Parliament the De-
fence Preparations Act was passed. It is
not my intention to discuss the merits
and demerits of that legislation except to
point out that under its provisions action
can be taken by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment without any reference to Parlia-
ment whatever. Regulations can be ga-
zetted overnight to do practically any-
thing. That is indicative of the general
trend.

We have the so-called anti-communist
legislation. The member for Mt. Haw-
thorn pointed out, and I agree with him
entirely, that the purpose behind that
legislation is not to deal savagely with
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people known to be communists, but is
the commencement of an attack upon the
trade union and labour movement of
Western Australia and the Commonwealth
generally. There is not a shadow of
doubt about that. Incidentally, it is of
considerable interest to read a short para-
graph appearing in this evening's Press
to gain some idea of what different
schools of thought think of this legisla-
tion. It reads-

16 Liberals Differ.
Melbourne, WecL-By only 20 votes

to 16, the supreme governing body
of the Young Liberal Movement last
night decided to support a "yes" vote
in the Communist Party Dissolution
Bill ref erendum.

A motion that would have commit-
ted the movement's 3,009 Victorian
members to support Labour's "no"
campaign failed af ter a tense three-
hour debate behind closed doors.

Vice-president Allan J. Missen said
today that the basic objection to the
referendum proposals arose "from
essential principles of democratic
goverrnent."1

Urging a "no" vote, he said he was
stating his personal views 'only.

Therefore, it would appear that not only
members of the Labour Party in this
Chamber and elsewhere but also other
people, even those who are ranged against
us Politically, are concerned about the in-
roads being made into what we thought
were essential democratic principles in
'this country.

Mr. Griffith: What about your meeting
last night, where two members did not
turn up to hear Dr. Evatt's speech?

Hon. A. H. Panton: Did you not hear
of their being 'knocked over by a motor-'
car?

Mr. GRAHAM: There are quite a num-
ber of Government supporters who are
not in this Chamber, and no one is go-
Ing to suggest that they have lost confid-
ence in the Government merely because
of that and have not appeared at today's
sitting. Therefore I think the interjec-
tion by the member for Canning Is
ridiculous.

Mr. Griffith: Would you say that the
Labour Party is absolutely united?

Mr. GRAHAM: I would like an oppor-
tunity to continue my remarks. To give
further indication that there is very little
thought or consideration given to the aver-
age member of the community, I need only
refer to the sale by the Commonwealth
Government, under some foolish pretext,
of the Amalgamated Wireless shares, not
to the general public but to a certain sec-
tion of the community which invariably
purchases shares. In this instance the
Government is treating those who would
largely be Its supporters most generously

by offering the shares at a discount of
s. 6d. less than one is required to pay for
these shares on the open market. It Is
merely another example, I reiterate, of the
Government pandering to certain Influ-
ences rather than having consideration for
the welfare of the people as a whole.

In the same manner, the Common-
wealth Government of the day has deter-
mined that the Commonwealth Bank of
Australia, a national institution which has
rendered admirable service to this coun-
try, and regarding the administration of
which nobody has found cause for com-
plaint on any major issue, shall be banded
over to private and outside influences and
interests. An announcement to this effect
was published in the Press this morning.

Another Indication is that frequently the
dividends of business concerns range be-
tween 10 per cent. and 50 per cent. There is
no concern or outcry about that. When 10,
20, 30, 40 or 50 per cent. is paid, at the
same time, as members know perfectly
well, many thousands or hundreds of
thousands of pounds-depending upon the
size of the company-are placed in re-
serve or are written off for this, that and
the other purpose. In addition, there is an
orgy of advertising which offsets some of
the expenses but which, of course, does not
particularly affect the profit element. They,
say that these exorbitant profits are of
no concern whatever to the general public,
but when the basic wage is raised by 12s.
merely to place it in harmony with the
extra charges imposed during the previous
three months, there is immediate panic
by the Prime Minister and his Government.

Unfortunately, there is this terrific trend
towards the extreme Right, towards re-
action, without any proper regard for the
welfare and interests of the community at
large. I think we might have a lighter
touch with regard to the inflationary spiral.
It was pointed out to me that in the
"Daily News" of the 8th August, on page
7, column 1, there was a short report of
something said by Mr. Menzies. It was in
the home edition of the "Daily News," but
apparently somebody did not like it be-
cause it appeared in only a certain number
of copies of that edition, and certainly
was not printed in the final edition. It is
headed-

Menzies Calls to Housewives.
Canberra, Wednesday.

Housewives must work harder, the
Prime Minister said last night. He
was addressing a group of housewives
belonging to the Canberra branch of
the Liberal Party. Referring to the
inflation crisis, Mr. Menzies said:
'This is the most tangled web I have
ever been asked to unravel."

I ask members how it could, in one way
or the other, affect the inflationary spiral
by calling upon housewives to work harder?
Are thley expected to sweep the house out
a further two or three times after having
done so once already? Are they expected
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to do'more scrubbing of floors? Will that
cure the malady from which our economic
system suffers at the present moment?
That will give us some idea of the state-of
the Federal Government when the Prime
Minister says that this is the most tangled
web he has been asked to unravel, particu-
larly if he is going to tackle it that way.

Hon. A. Rt. 0. Hawke: The Prime Minister
should know that the web is of his own
weaving.

Mr. GRAHAM:, It is grossly unfair to
investors who have in many cases sought
to comply with what they regarded as an
obligation to their country and have in-
vested money in Government bonds. The
Commonwealth Government suddenly de-
cides, for what reason I do not know, to
increase the interest rate that will be pay-
able, immediately, of course, deflating the
value of the money the people had in-
vested previously. I know of no Common-
wealth loan over the last 12 years at any

raethat has, been undersubsvribed. On the
contrary, most of these loans have been
heavily oversubscribed. Once again it is
merely an instanice of conservatism play-
ing up to certain interests with a view to
givimg them higher returns.

All members, together with the people
of Western Australia, have expressed their
'sorrow at the passing of Sir James Mitchell.
'He was a most remarkable man. He be-
came what I believe to be the Most out-
' tanding Governor in the history of West-
'-tn Australia. Sir James took over his vice
regal position under a serious handicap.
Only a short while previously his Govern-
ment had been defeated at the polls, or, to
put it more accurately, his Government was
decimated. Sir James himself was thrown
out of his office of Premier and lost his
own seat. He had been criticised from one
end of this State to the other-sometimes
rightly, sometimes wrongly-on account of
his political activities.

Sir James Mitchell was never renowned
as a public speaker and yet he accepted
a post where it was necessary for him, in
the execution of his duties, to make very
many public speeches. Notwithstanding
the tremendous handicap that he endured
when he assumed the office of Lieut.-
Governor of Western Australia, Sir James
rose to be the most popular Governor that
this State has ever seen. That in itself,
of course, is a tribute to the personal
character of Sir James, but more than. that
it is a tribute to the fact that he was
a man who was born in this country, ooe
who knew the State of Western Australia,
its people and its industries, intimately.
That being so he had an advantage over
any outsider.

Because of these considerations, which
are so Important in every respect, Sir
-James, in his position of Governor, was
the outstanding success that I have al-
ready mentioned, which claim I believe no-
body would contradict. It is to me, there-

fore, a matter of extreme regret that this
Government in seeking a successor to Sir
James has found it necessary to go beyond
the borders of this country of ours, namlelyv,
Australia. It is strange that there is an
anti-Australian bias in this country.

I recall the time when I urged that an
Australian flag should fly from the roof
of Parliament House-something which
.had not occurred in 40 years. I was criti-
cised. one member said that in his opinion
it was the most disloyal speech that he
had listened to in this Chamber. It was
disloyal because I had the temerity to sug-
gest that, as an Australian, I would like
to see My own national flag fluttering from
the masthead of this building. For the
benefit of members who have come later
there was no suggestion whatever that the
Union Jack should be pulled down. I was
exceedingly pleased when at length what
I advocated became an accomplished fact,
and the Australian flag was flown from
the top of this building.

Members will recall that not once or
twice but on many occasions the word
"Canberra" has been referred to con-
temptuously and with scorn, and is used
in ways that would make any Australian
feel ashamed of the person responsible for
such statements. Somehow personalities
and institutions in other parts of the world
seem to be of greater importance than
those things which are nearest, and should
be dearest, to us. There seems to be an
element in the community that regards
us still as being merely colonials instead
of a self-governing nation as we are, and
have been for quite a number of years.
I repeat my disappointment and digust
that this Government should have made
an appointment to the position of Gov-
ernor from oversea.

Although I am not suggesting it was the
intention of the Government, I feel that
to some extent it is a reflection on the
late Sir James Mitchell. To a degree it
is suggesting that a local man, notwith-
standing our recent experience of one, is
not the proper man for the job. Not only
in the position of Governor of Western
Australia but in other respects this Gov-
ernment has shown itself, to my mind,
to be violently anti-Australian. In the
Railway Department, not one or two but
very many of the chief administrative
officers have been imported from oversea;
the Chief Commissioner of Railways and
the Assistant Commissioner of Railways
are two that I can mention specifically.
*Mr. Manning: They make very good
migrants you know.

Mr. GRAHAM: The same applies to the
Royal Perth Hospital. When it became
necessary to appoint a manager, the Gov-
ernment thought so little of its local sons
that it imported a manager from 10,000
miles away. In connection with the State
Electricity Commission, a number of
senior appointments have been made from
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people outside Australia. For the Depart-
ment of Native Affairs, quite a number
of officials have been imported from New
Guinea and other parts and given pre-
ference over Australians. Even in the
State Bricks Works, about which some-
thing has been said and about which more
will be said before long, recent appoint-
ments3 including the person whose name
has been bandied about considerably, have
been made from oversea. I say that this
is a shocking reflection on the people of
this country and that the Government
should be ashamed of its actions in that
4%irection.

Mr. Hutchinson: Your ancestors came
from oversea.

The Minister for Lands: How do you
know?

Mr. GRAHAM: of course they did. I
appreciate that Western Australian officers
and public servants do not know the last
word in everything pertaining to the
undertakings they administer, but It would
be better if the Government sent its prin-
cipal officers abroad, if it feels that there
is knowledge to be gained, in order to
study and carry out research work.

The Attorney General: That has been
done in many cases, has it not?

Mr. GRAHAM: Obviously it has not
been done in many cases.

The Attorney General: Yes, it has,
Mr. GRAHAM: In any event, it should

have been done in far more cases.
Hon. A. H.. G. Hawke: It is time the

Government sent the Attorney General
oversca.

The Attorney General: Hear, hear!
Mr. GRAHAM: Before dealing with the

important question of housing and build-
ing material, I wish to say a few words
about the policy of centralisation in the
city of Perth. It requires no emphasis on
my part for members to appreciate the
problems that exist respecting parking
and transport and all the other evils
besetting a city concentrated in a
smnall area. There seems to be anything
but a desire on the part of constituted
authority to move the heart of the city
from the present locality, sandwiched in
as it is between Wellington-street and the
Swan River. The only way in which the
city can develop is upwards, which means
that all the problems with which we are
confronted today will become accentuated
in future.

During last session, I made various sug-
gestions and asked the Government to
treat them seriously and perhaps have an
investigation and a report made upon
them. To the north of the heart of the
capital, somewhere in the vicinity of the
intersection of William-street and Bris-
bane-street, we have land that is generally
high. It may be said to slope upwards
from all directions- to that point, and there

we have an excellent site for great blocks.
of Government buildings in which to
centralise our officers, of whom I suppose
there would be no fewer than 10,000, in
beautiful modemn brick structures. If the
Perth Town Hall and civic centre and
other municipal requirements, together
with parks and gardens, were located
there, immediately there would be a Jump
over the existing railway and there would
be ample opportunity for the city to ex-
pand in all directions.

The land could be purchased at a very
reasonable price, the properties now oc-
cupying it being largely sub-standard, and,
further, it would be to the advantage of
the city if they were removed. Many
thousands of members of the public at-
tending Government departments to
transact their business, would be con-
venienced, and there would be oppor-
tunities for banks, refreshment rooms,
places of amusement and branches of de-
partmental stores to be established. A
glorious opportunity exists at present and
will never occur again and the Govern-
ment should seize it if there is anything
valid in my suggestion.

We seem to be making too many errors
in this matter of centralisation. The Royal
Perth Hospital is situated on one of the
worst sites which it would be possible to
select for an institution of that sort and,
as has been pointed out previously, when
the buildings have been completed, there
will be a main artery-Wellington -street
-passing right through the centre of the
institution. Such was the conception and
foresight of those who determined upon
adopting that course! I realise that this
is an academic discussion now because
the damage has already been done, but
I am counselling the Government, before
big structures such as Government offices,
the Town Hall and civic offices are erected
on the narrow strip between St. George's-
terrace and the Esplanade, to pause and
give some thought to the requirements of
the City of Perth in 50 or 100 years time.
If such buildings are erected on the sites
now proposed, posterity will do anything
but thank those responsible for the course
of action adopted.

I am a little surprised that the mem-
ber for West Perth should be advocating,
in conformity with this backward trend,
that an acoustic shell should be con-
structed in the lower Supreme Court
gardens. That would have the effect of
attracting many thousands of additional
people and their media of transport into
the heart of the city. Surely it would be
possible, in conjunction with my proposal
for the extension of the city northwards,
to drain and fill one of the dirty lakes
in Hyde Park which, with its gentle slop-
ing banks, would form a natural amphi-
theatre. At present it is a shallow, muddy
and in the suimmer smelly, pool of water.
One of the lakes could be preserved, but
the other might well be utilised for the
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purpose I have outlined. All the ingre-
dients necessary to beautify the city and
Provide the requisite parks and gardens
and overcome the present congestion are
Present in the area of which I have spoken
and I trust that the Government will give
some attention to my suggestions.

In view of the fact that the member for
West Perth last evening made some ref er-
ence to Heirisson Island-the island that
the Causeway traverses--I must repeat
.some utterances I made in September of
last year. On that occasion I read an

,extract from the daily Press as follows:-
The plan which has yet to be con-

sidered. in detail and revised by the
National Fitness Council provides for
an olympic sports arena of standard
size with running tracks and grand-
stand, an olympic pool, a National Fit-
ness headquarters, four basketball
courts, a baseball ground, a cycling
track and sports arena, together with
headquarters of rowing and other as-
sociated aquatic sports.

The report in last year's "Hansardl" goes
on-

And, the article continues--
"Ample parking facilities for some

50,000 cars."
There is a further statement in the
article as follows:-

"Now an opportunity has been given
by the Government for the amateur
sporting bodies and associated youth
groups under the guidance of the Na-
tional Fitness Council to develop an
area which, when completed, would
be unsurpassed for Empire Games and
interstate competitions, including
swimming."'

I went on to say-
It is easy to envisage anything from

5O,00O to 100,000 sportsmen and spec-
tators congregating on the areas that
abut the centre of the Causeway.

irrespective of where additional bridges
or causeways are placed across the Swan
River, the new Causeway now being con-
structed will, I suggest, be the principal
crossing over the river. The thought, in
prospect, of facilities being provided in
the middle of the Causeway for these
scores of thousands of people, and their
vehicles, is too preposterous; yet the Gov-
ernment is giving and continues to give
serious consideration to the proposal.

The member for West Perth suggested
that the area could be turned into botani-
cal gardens so that family groups, and the
like, within easy access to the city could
get away from the smoke, grime and all
the rest of it. He did not contemplate
that organised sport on the scale suggested
in the proposals should be entertained for
a moment by the Government. I sin-
cerely hope and trust that the Govern-
ment will make a move in that direction,

and will do nothing to proceed With what
can result only in further congesting an
already over-congested artery from the
city.

With regard to the all-imnportant qlues-
tion of housing, there would appear to
be a vexed policy on the part of the Gov-
ernment as to whether rental houses
should be 'sold to the tenants. I think
it is a scandal. The Comm onwealth-State
rental homes are constructed from public
moneys to provide accommodation for
people suffering hardship; families that
are in need. Until the time has arrived
when every such family has been accom-
modated, I say it is criminal to sell these
houses.

Surely it was never intended that some
fortunate person, early on the list, who had
a house allocated to him in 1946 or 1947
should be permitted to buy it for £1,500 and
then sell it for £4,000 or £5,000, which has
occurred in cases of which I am certain the
Minister is aware. These houses were not
constructed for the purpose of allowing
people to enrich themselves, but to house
needy families.

Mr. Hutchinson: What percentage has
done that?

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know, but it is
a shocking thing that anyone should be
allowed to play around with these houses.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is rather hard to
penalise the great majority by denying
them the right to own their own homes.

Mr. GRAHAM: The percentage is not
known. The Minister gave figures relating
to the number of houses which have been
sold to the tenants, but he did not at the
time know how many of those homes had
been resold, although he undertook, pri-
vately to me, that a test would be made of
a certain area In order to ascertain on
just how large a scale was the practice.

Mr. Griffith: You are not averse to a
man owning his own home, are you?

Mr. GRAHAM: No, but I am to traffick-
ing in houses built with public funds. If
the member for Canning were allocated
one of these houses, he would be permitted
to live in it and perhaps in five or ten
years' time when the housing position bad
eased a little, he would, naturally enough,
be credited with the payments he had
made in that time. Accordingly, he would
stand to lose nothing whatever. But that
would deny him the right of trafficking in
or disposing of the house for the purpose
of gaining anything up to £2,000 or £3,000.
as has occurred.

I suggest that because all control dis-
appears when a house is sold, the Govern-
ment forthwith should cease selling any
rental homes until such time as the hous-
ing lag has been overtaken; or. alter-
natively, it might insert a condition of sale
under which a house must be sold back to
the State Housing Commission if the per-
son desires to dispose of the house allocated
to him. That should be some safeguard.
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It Is no use making the plea that only a
small percentage Is involved. The oppor-
tunity should Dot exist. It is up to the Cloy-
ernment, because no one else can do it, to
clamp down on the practice immediately.

With regard to spec-built houses. I
want to say that Plunketts Ltd.-And I
know Mr. C. H. Plunkett personally-is
doing a wonderful Job in the production
of building materials and in the con-
struction of houses. I have no criticism
of the company in those respects, but I
feel there Is cause for valid criticism
when special concessions art granted to a
firm to enable it to build houses which
could normally be erected for approxi-
mately £2.500-which sum includes a fair
margin of profit for the contractor-and
then to sell them so as to make an addi-
tional £1,000. That, to my mind, is im-
moral.

If a man has his own source of brick
supply, it might be different, but for him
to be permitted to draw from the common
pool, to the denial of the little man who
is able to get a contractor but the con-
tractor is unable to get any bricks, or the
man who with the aid of some friends
desires to erect a house under the self-help
scheme, is definitely wrong. If the Govern-
ment feels satisfied with its laissez faire
policy in connection with the matter, then
I say it has not a great deal of feeling for
the plight of the many hundreds or
thousands of people who desire to build
houses on their own account.

It is of no use the Minister for Housing
reading to us an impressive list of the
number of permits or releases covering
dwelling-houses that have been issued for
the last 12 months, because we all know
that there are many proposed houses in
connection with which the owner has a
piece of paper, and nothing else. In many
other cases the owners get as far as the
foundations, and so on. but are unable to
proceed further because of the shortage
of certain building materials.

I am disappointed to note, from the
figures recently given me by the Minis-
ter, that the number of persons on the
waiting list for rental houses is not de-
creasing, but is practically the same as it
was 12 months ago, the figure being, in
fact, Just a little higher, which indicates
that there is too great an emphasis be-
ing given to these building schemnes-
whether we call them spec. building
schemes or anything else-and that too
little attention is being paid to Common-
wealth-State rental homes. After all, the
average worker has little prospect of being
able to pay £3,000, £4,000 or £5,000 for a
house unless lhe is drawing a considerable
amount of overtime or his wife Is going
out to work. The only way in which he
can normally secure accommodation is by
having made available to him a Com-
monwealth-State rental home.

It Is wrong that a builder should be
allowed to erect spec. houses and make
from £1,000 to £1,500 profit out of each
of them while people are crying out for
homes-people who are not in the race
to Purchase premises of their own. I do
not know why the Minister, when he
spoke this evening, expressed no concern
at anl at the closure of the brickyards
at Orange Grove. It is a matter of con-
cern, not only to us as members in this
Chamber, but also to hundreds and thous-
ants of people out-side this House who
see, as a consequence of that action, a
greater delay before they will be able to
obtain the bricks necessary to complete
their dwellings.

The member for Melville stated that too
many people are getting bricks out of
their turn and my experience has been.
that it is quite a simple matter for that
to be done. I can quote an example.
without mentioning the firm concerned.
There is a comme-rcial business in this
city which sought my assistance in the
matter of getting a release for bricks with
which to carry out certain additions that.
were contemplated. I was informed by
the Proprietor of that business that. if
the release could be obtained, he could
get the bricks within 24 hours. Finally,
after several months, the Housing Com-
mission agreed to issue the release, as
there were not many thousand bricks in-
volved and, true to his word, within 24
hours the Proprietor of the business had
the bricks on the site and within 48
hours they were being laid. That is not
an exceptional case.

I o not know what the Minister is
doing--or even whether he has any con-
cern in the matter-in the case of people
who are already adequately housed in de-
cent homes and who are able, on selling
their present residences, to obtain per-
mits to build just because they wish to
live in 1951 model homes. In certain cases
they sell their present premises at a
tremendous figure-

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: The Minister
admires that as initiative on the part of
the person concerned.

Mr. GRAHAM: There seems to be too
much concern shown for a special group.
some few being favoured rather than the
community at large. I intend now to give
specific details in relation to a particular
property, and I trust members will bear
with me as I think this case gives a com-
plete picture of what is going on. In
March of this year there appeared in the
Press a series of advertisements, adver-
tising a property for sale. The relevant
features of that advertisement read as
follows:-

Outstanding and distinctive modemn
two-storey brick and tile residence in
high position, commanding unre-
stricted views of the ocean and corn-
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prising three bedrooms, glassed in
sleep-out 12 ft. by 12f1t., lounge, din-
ing-room, dining alcove, modern kit-
chen, vestibule, two balconies, glass-
house, laundry and conveniences. Hot
water system in all mooms. Telephone
connected. Barbecue -fittings. Wall
to wall carpets. Venetian blinds.
Own water supply. Two 'garages.
Sprinkler system. Lovely lawns and
gardens.

The advertisement concluded-
As a home this is something differ-

ent and will appeal immediately to
the individual with a sense of
artistry, appreciation of beauty, quiet
dignity and good taste. Price
£10,750.

I ask members to bear in mind what I
have just read out to them, and the fact
that this advertisement appeared in "The
West Australian" on the 2nd March, 1951.

In the same month the owner of that
beautiful home, Mr. W. A. Zeck, applied
for a permit to build a home for him-
self on the adjoining block in Elimatta-
way, City Beach. He applied in March
of this year and was granted in March
a permit to build a house of 1,634 square
feet. It was a matter of weeks only be-
fore the bricks were on the site. If my
pacing is accurate, that house comprises
more than 1,634 square feet, but at all
events the walls of that building are al-
ready completed, the timber frame to
carry the roof has been finished and the
tiles have been in place for some weeks.
That indicates how expeditiously-without
any regard for the two-year waiting period
for bricks and the three-six-month wait-
ing period for tiles normally experienced-
things can be fixed up for the favoured
few.

Hand in hand with the advertisement
of that residence far sale at a figure of
£10,750, this man was granted a permit in
excess of 15 squares. I know that a certain
number of 16 or 17 square permits are
issued. every month-I understand the
maximum is 30 per month-and, with the
consent of the department and the cog-
nisance of the Minister, the permit was
issued for the erection of an enormous
structure for this man and his family of
three children-

Hon. A. H. Panton: Did he get the £10,000
for his house.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know, but I am
aware that many families consisting of
a man, his wife and three children are
occupying single roams for considerable
periods, having waited in vain for homes.
In such cases the single room is the only
playing space for the children besides being
the room in which they consume their
meals, in which the five of them sleep and
in which their friends, if any, are enter-
tained.

.Mr. J. Hegney: I know of cases where
six are sleeping in the one room.

*Mr. GRAHAM: Their cooking is done
on a gas stove-in a corridor or something
of that nature-shared by many other
people. This is not the first time that I
have brought to the notice of the House
cases of this nature. I do not know whether
matters, along the lines I have indicated,
received the blessing of the Minister and
his department. But it galls me to see
people living in such conditions, and other
-people as have been mentioned in this
Chamber, waiting in vain for a period of
12 months, and still waiting, for bricks.
Yet we. find somebody who owns a house,
an which he places a valuation of almost
E11,000, can, the same month as he ad-
vertises that house for sale, receive a per-
mit to build another home of 1,634 Square
feet. He had the bricks within a few weeks
and the tiles almost immediately. Even
now, it is only five months since he m~ade
an application to build this house. The
roof is completed, and in a few short weeks
his family will be moving in. Surely those
things shriek to high Heaven for some
attention!

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Another reward
for initiative.

Mr. GRAHAM: It has been revealed
that a certain company has advertised that
it is prepared to make cement bricks, al-
though I understand the Minister is doing
something in this matter. However, it is
an indication of what certain people think
can be done, and apparently with some
grounds for thinking it. This company
intends to manufacture cement bricks at
£50 a thousand. The average house re-
quires 24.000 bricks and consequently the
cost for bricks alone would be £1,200. There
must be some considerable grounds for the
sponsors of that proposition believing they
can obtain the materials when they submit
advertisements asking people to pay these
terrific prices.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is the spirit of free
enterprise!

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, I know all those
slogans. It is not my intention to deal
at any length, or endeavour to deal, with
the matters raised by the member for Mel-
ville, because I shall be moving an amend-
ment before I resume My Seat. At some
subsequent stage the member for Melville
will have an opportunity to say something
further on this question. Once again I
say to the Government that unless there
be a change of heart an the part af some
of its supporters, an amendment in the
direction I propose will be agreed to. I
am pleased that the Minister for Housing
did not commit himself, or the Govern-
ment, one way or another. The amend-
ment I seek to Move will, I feel, not be
embarrassing to the Government; it will
entail no censure upon the Government
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or any officer; it will be merely for the
Purpose of holding an inquiry. This in-
4quiry will be in the form of a Royal Com-
mission, and I think sufficient has been
said by the member for Melville to warrant
that inquiry.

According to his lights, the Minister for
~Housing hes made a 'rebuttal, but it is
necessary, in fairness to the officer 'about
whose head hangs a cloud; in fairness to
the person whose experiences led to the
statement being miade in this Chamber by
the member for Melville-and there is un-
questionably a demand, firstly by the
Architects Institute in this city-for some-
thing to be done and -an inquiry to be
held. The brick manufacturers themselves
are perturbed at a number -of features.
and builders and contractors are anything
but happy.

Hon.- A. R. G. Hawke: One building
concern has closed down.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, at Orange Grove
the brickyard closed down. All those
features indicate that there is something
to be investigated. I was not impressed
with the reply given by the Minister for
Housing; I feel that his brief was astray
in certain essential particulars which I
do not intend to enumerate.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: it consisted
mostly of padding.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Minister referred to
a vitriolic attack, but I say to him there
was nothing of the sort. The member for
Melville did not attack anybody. He
made statements which, pieced together,
gave a picture in sequence of a number of
events, some of which were substantiated
by documents and in other cases by the
words of a worthy citizen and his wife.
As for the vitriolic attack, vicious attack,
scurrilous attack, defamation of a man's
character, and his constant hammering on
the word "obsession," that might look all
right in newspaper headlines, but I do not
think it impresses anybody. This matter
requires to be thoroughly sifted, and I
think an impartial authority is the proper
one to go into the matter in some detail.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The member for
Melville did not get "wild" at all, but he
might get him soon.

Mr. GRAHAM: I repeat, in the interests
of the accused person-although no direct
accusation has been made-in the interests
of the aggrieved person, in the interests
of the department and those associated
directly with the distribution of bricks, and
surely in the interests of the public, it is
necessary that a full and comprehensive
inquiry be held Into the matters raised by
the member for Melville.

In conclusion. I wish to say I hope and
trust that if the Government agrees to
the appointment of a Royal Commission, it
will be under the jurisdiction of a judge,

if that is Possible. I hope that we shall
not be fobbed off by anybody who suits
the convenience of the moment. I say
this because of the experience we had with
the Royal Commission appointed to
inquire into certain allegations I made
against the State Housing Commission. I
made a number of serious allegations,
every one of which I knew was perfectly
true, because I had the evidence; but cer-
tain people were not prepared to come
forward. That is what I want to over-
come, and why I want an inquiry such as
I have indicated. Two members of the
public attended at Parliament House, both
of whom were prepared to give evidence
on oath in respect of this matter of bribery
and the passing of money and the Royal
Commissioner, Mr. Moseley, and Mr. Negus
who was assisting him, were aware of the
fact; but they failed to call those two
individuals to give evidence.

Of course, they could have been cross-
examined and if it had been found that
they were telling untruths, subsequent
action could have been taken against them.
That was not a Royal Commission: it was
an absolute farce. In this matter it is
similarly necessary to take precautions and
to ensure that a responsible and thoroughly
reliable person is appointed as the Royal
Commissioner.

The amendment which I now propose
to move deals specifically with bricks and
cement. However, I would take no
exception if the Government sought, in the
interests of the public to extend the
inquiry to cover other building materials
as well. But this is not a fishing expedi-
tion;, it is merely to seek out the truth of
the allegations that have been made and
to investigate thoroughly the distribution
of bricks and cement with a view to pre-
venting immediately these special favours
being granted to certain people and this
terrifically long waiting period that other
unfortunates, in many cases more deserv-
ing people, are forced to encounter. I
move an amendment-

That the following words be added
to the Address-tn-reply :-" But as the
-production, control 'and distribution of
bricks and cement are causing us
serious concern, we recommend Your
Excellency to request the Government
to appoint immediately a Royal Com-
missioner for the purpose of having
these matters thoroughly inquired into
with a view to ascertaining the nature
and extent of existing abuses (if any)
and how such may be corrected with
advantage to our people."

HON. J. T. TONIN (Melvlle-cn
Amendment) [8.521: This amendment is
in line with a suggestion I made to the
Government when I spoke on the Address-
in-reply last Wednesday and detailed a
set of circumstances which had been ex-
plained to me by Capt. Bruce and his wife.
Following that statement which I made
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i this House. the Minister for Housing
informed members that he had a complete
answer to what had been said and that
he was to speak on Tuesday. Well, the
Minister did not speak on Tuesday and
despite the fact that last Wednesday he
had a complete answer he wa not readly
to speak yesterday. We heard him this
evening

By interjection, the Minister said that
last Wednesday I was carrying out a
scurrilous attack on an Innocent man. I
pointed out then that I had not attacked
anybody and I could have demanded, with
Justice, that the Minister be made to with-
draw the word "scurrilous." but I let it
go. This evening he repeated It. He spoke
of a scurrilous and vitriolic attack which
I had made 'on an innocent Man, and
again I could have justifiably asked for
a withdrawal, but I did not want to In-
terrupt the Minister; I wanted to give him
fuln opportunity to present his case.

But I say now that he was completely
unjustified in using the word "scurrilous"
or "vitriolic" because I made no attack
upon anybody; I merely stated a case. I
detailed the circumstances which had been
explained to me and I concluded my re-
marks by saying this--

The Government should appoint a
Royal Commissioner to go into this
matter. The public interest demands
that this inquiry be held and in fair-
ness to Mr. Harrison I ask that it be
held.

I said further-
Now I ask the Government to

immediately appoint at Royal Com-
missioner either to clear Mr. Har-
rison's character or to prove the
existence of this blackmarketing. It is
imperative that action should be taken
immediately.

Mr. Speaker, does that constitute a scur-
rilous or vitriolic attack or does it indicate
that a prima fadie case has been made out
for an inquiry and that full opportunity
should be given to the person who voiced
the complaint to make it under proper
protection and for the persons against
whom the complaint was made to be given
a proper opportunity to defend them-
selves? If a prima facie case had been
made out against him in the way that I
Submit it was made against Mr. Harrison,
I would not be satisfied with the Minis-
ter's reply and let the matter rest at that.
I would have been on the Minister's door-
step the next morning demanding that in
my Interests the Government should
immediately appoint a Royal Commis-
sioner to clear my name. In 99 cases out
of a 100 that would. be the reaction of
an innocent man, but not of a guilty man.

When he was speaking; the Minister
said nothing about an inquiry, other than
to refer to one which had been held, but
which I say has not been held as I will

tell him a little later. The Minister re-
ferred to the Inquiry I suggested In one
sentence, being prepared to allow the ques-
tion to be answered in the way that he
answered It. The Minister commenced
with a very definite misstatement and he
built a considerable part of his case on
that Misstatement. He said that although
Capt. Bruce's letter had been addressed
to Mr. Harrison, I objected because Mr.
Hlarrison had opened the letter.

That is what the Minister said this
evening. The Minister has now had an
opportunity of finding out that that is
not true, because if he peruses "Hansard"
and reads my remarks he will see that I
said no such thing. I did not complain
because Mr. Harrison had opened the letter
and I propose to read again what I said
in that regard. After reading the letter
to the House I said this-

That is a perfectly straightforward
letter. It contains no Improper sug-
gestions, but Just an indication on the
part of the writer that he wanted to
do something to help himself out of
this difficulty, because he had been
waiting 10 months for bricks and there
was no sign of them. The letter was
sent off to the Cardup company-a
private company. But as it was
marked personal it was not opened
by the company, but was sent on to
Mr. Harrison. As soon as Mr. Har-
rison opened the letter he would know
it was not meant for him, although
it had his name on it, because it re-
ferred to the brick permits for Lot
784 Applecross, and to an order, which
had been lodged on the 25th August,
for 23,500 pressed bricks.

80, Mr. Harrison would be able to
ascertain, in a matter of seconds, that
no such order had been placed with
the State works, but be did not, as
the Minister suggested in the letter
I read, tell this man to go to the place
where he had placed his order.

Is there a single word in that which could
be taken as an indication or an inference
that I objected to Mr. Harrison opening
this letter, which was addressed to him?
Yet the Minister said here tonight and
built up a considerable part of his case
on the statement that I had complained
because Mr. Harrison had opened this
letter.

The Attorney General: But now we
know that you did not.

Hon. J. T. TONKCI: The Attorney-
General also should know that this is the
type of statement that the Minister is
prepared to make-

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke:- That is the point.
I-on. J. T. TONKIN: -in giving this

complete answer which he says he has.
The Minister referred to an inquiry which
he said was held on the 4th July where
he stated that Capt. Bruce did not do
what he expected he would, that is, ques-
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tion Mr. Harrison on some of these points.
That is what the Minister said. He said
that Capt. Bruce did not take advantage
of this inquiry to question Mr. Harrison in
connection with these matters. He then
proceeded to show that that was because
Capt. Bruce had changed his mind about
this matter.

If the Minister had been honest he would
have said that Capt. Bruce was not allowed
to question Mr. Harrison, but was confined
to making a statement. There was no
inquiry. Neither Capt. Bruce nor his wife
were allowed to say what they wanted to
say. During the whole of the time that
we were there, neither Capt. Bruce, his
wife nor I were permitted to ask Harrison
or anybody else a question, or to tackle
them with anything. On the contrary, we
were told we would be limited to making
statements and that there would be nothing
said by anybody else.

That is the inquiry that the Minister
talks about; the inquiry where he said
that Capt. Bruce should have charged Mr.
Harrison with these various things and
questioned him about them. What a won-
derful opportunity he had to do that!
See what a difference it makes when we
know the facts. Surely the Minister will
recall that when Mr. Hall told me he
would not proceed with the inquiry if I
were present, I asked him to tell the Min-
lster that this was entirely different from
the arrangement I had expected, and Mr.
Hall had said he would not tell the Minis-
ter anything, that I would have to tell
him.

I was given by Mr. Hall the facility of
the use of a telephone and I told the Min-
ister that there was to be no inquiry;
that Mr. Hall had said there would be
no inquiry if I were present and the min-
ister's reply was that the matter was in
Mr. Hall's hands. When I told the Minis-
ter over the 'Phone that I would tell the
Press that this matter had been brought
to light and was to be left there. Mr. Hall
said he was prepared to proceed on these
lines. 'He would have Mr. Harrison and
the other genltemen present also, but all
we could do was for Capt. Bruce and his
wife to make a statement, We could not
question Mr. Harrison nor could he be
asked to say anything. That is the abso-
lute truth of the matter. What sort of
an inquiry is that?

H-on. A. R. 0. Hawke: That Is a "Wild"
inquiry.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister said
that when Capt. Bruce and his wife were
at the works and there were two to one-
he kept on reiterating that there were two
to one-why did not Capt. Bruce and his
wife go ahead with the business? Because
if they were two to one, a judge in any
court would find in favour of the two.
Just imagine that! Whether the two were
right or not, the judge would find in their
favour. I hope that is never the case. As
a matter of fact, it was not two to one,

and the Minister knows it, so why mis-
lead the House? Why make the House
believe that Capt. Bruce and his wife, being
two to one, had nothing to fear; that they
could have gone ahead and taken all the
risk, when the Minister knew full well that
although Capt. Bruce had his wife with
him, Mr. Harrison had his foreman with
him?

The Minister for Housing: Was the fore-
man there all the time?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: He was there all
the time, but during one period he might
have been 10 feet away.

The Minister for Housing: I suggest
again that you inquire from your informer
and You will find that you are making a
misstatement,

I-on. J. T. TOMNYON: We will see how
much misstatement there is. There may
be some significance in the fact, or there
may not, but the Minister found it desir-
able to detach these Papers from the files.
We have not the complete files. The Min-
ister has a perfect right to do this, of
course, but if there were nothing to hide
on the file, there is nothing to be gained
by detaching the Papers. I would like to
read a statement by Mr. Harrison, general
manager, which is dated the 13th July.
The Minister quoted from this statement,
so It is assumed that he read it all. This
is what is to be found in Mr. Harrison's
statement:

"I said to him," meaning Capt.
Bruce, "your permit is not with the
State Brick Works." He said, "I know;
it is in at Cardup." He then said
other people were getting bricks before
him and he could not get any. I said,
"That is nought." I have only just
come over from England-

Hon. A. H. Panton: You mean "nowt"!
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, I read out

"nought," and I think this is English. The
statement continues--

and there I have seen 45 brickles
waiting on the job for bricks and the
builders used to give delivery drivers
£5 a week to get bricks.

That is the part the Minister read out.
But he did not read this-

I told him that if his permit had
been with the State Brick Works he
might have been able to inquire about
it. But unfortunately it was not and
he would have to go to the Cardup
Company's works about one mile up
the road.

I must say that I cannot see why Mr. Harri-
son wanted to bring Capt. Bruce to his
works to tell him to go one mile up the
road. He could have told him that by
letter. To continue with the statement-

He asked me if I knew the manager
of these brickworks. I told him he
was a friend of mine but I did not
know his name.
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I interpolate here that Mr. Robinson has
denied that Mr. Harrison is a friend of
his. Therefore, if we take this statement
of Mr. Harrison's as correct, there is a
conflict of evidence because, although
Harrison says he told Capt. Bruce that
the manager of Cardup was a friend of
his, Robinson said that was not the case.
The statement goes on, and this is what
Harrison says:-

Turning to the foreman. I aked him
if he knew the manager's name, and
he said it was Robinson.

I thought he was alone; I thought it was
a case of two to one.

The Minister for Housing: I said: Was
he there all the time?

H-on. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister said
it was a case of two to one! The Minister,
in his speech, kept on referring to "two to
one." The Minister also asked why Capt.
Bruce did not go ahead because he had
nothing to fear; it was two to one. I say it
was nothing of the kind because Mr. Harri-
son says in this report-

Turning to the foreman, I asked him
if he knew the manager's name and he
said it was Mr. Robinson.

Evidently the foreman was there whilst
Harrison was discussing with Capt. Bruce
and his wife this matter of bricks. 'Why
did the Minister want to mislead the House
in that way when he knew full well that
Mr. Harrison was not there alone? As a
matter of fact, when Capt. Bruce and his
wife arrived at the works, the foreman was
the man they met. He was there then, so,
when Harrison came along in his little car,
there were four people present at the com-
mencement.

Whilst it is true that, during the time
Capt. Bruce alleges that Mr. Harrison
made reference to £:5 a load, the foreman
walked a few feet away, we are not certain
that he was out of earshot by any means.
Capt. Bruce tells me that at that stage
when reference was made to the £5 a
load, the foreman had turned a short dis-
tance away-a very short distance. The
Minister ought to know that it was the
foreman who said, according to Capt.
Bruce, that it did not matter that the per-
mit was with the Cardup company; that
could easily be got over because he, the
foreman, had on the previous Monday
arranged for bricks to be supplied to some-
body. So. for the major portion of the
time, the two of them were there together.

I do not know whether what appears in
another statement amongst these Papers is
significant in that direction or not, but I
shall leave it to the House to judge. This
is a report from the general manager. Mr.
Qomme. to his Minister dated the 8th
August. The Minister read a portion of
this, but I propose to read the lot. The
Minister referred to a practice that had
been in existence since the time of the late
Mr. Sinclair to give the impression that
there was nothing very much wrong; it

had been operating a long time and, there-
fore, it was just something that had grown
up over the years and not much attention
need be paid to it. Now we shall see what
the general manager thought of it-

As advised to you verbally, an in-
quiry has been proceeding into ap-
parent irregularities and the file is
submitted with the statements taken
-Mr. Hall's report and recommenda-
tions.

It seems to me that a privilege which
the late general manager, Mr. E. B.
Sinclair, may possibly have verbally
sanctioned through the then brick
works manager, the late Mr. L. Kitch-
ing, since this trading concern was
handed over to us in 1937, has gradu-
ally grown to such proportions that it
savours of malpractice.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: The Minister was
careful not to read that part of the report.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The report pro-
ceeds--

During the war years, only one kiln
was working and there was a large
accumulation of bricks and con-
sequently waste product of clinkers
and bats. These would be difficult of
disposal. Such a situation could
naturally cause an easing up of re-
striction and lead to a laxity in con-
trol.

It, however, should have been obvi-
ous to those in charge of the works
that, when the demand is so intense as
it is today, a greater effort should have
been made to recover for the market
every available brick, but instead, it
would seem that at least two officials-

The names are given, one of them being
the man who was present when Capt. Bruce
was there-

have aided and encouraged the dis-
posal of so-called bats which, in fact,
were in the main clinker bricks, to
employees at the nominal charge in
force. i.e.. 10s. per load. One out-
standing instance is that of one of the
burners who, for the sum of £6 for 12
loads, has, in a partly-erected. resi-
dence and shed-

The report states where it is
8,650 clinkers, 1,000 pressed
and about two tons of bats.

bricks

All for £6!
In the statements given by both

officers-
Their names are given, but I do not pro-
pose to mention them at this stage-

the evidence differs as to who actu-
ally carted the material and who
actually booked it out.

Thus these two important officers-one is
the foreman and the other is the costing
clerk-cannot agree as to who carted the
material and who actually booked it out.
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One of these officers was present at the
time Capt. Bruce made his visit to the
works. The report continues--

The fact remains that what was once
a privilege within certain limits has
grown to such proportions that would
not bear the light of close examination.

That is lovely, is it not?
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Minister did

not read that.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Would not bear

the light of close examination! That is
precisely what we are saying.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Minister sup-
pressed that part.

Han. J. T. TONKIN: That is why we
want an examination; we want to throw
some light on this matter. The report
continues-

It has probably grown and expanded
in the imagination of the employees
themselves, more particularly those
entrusted with the responsibility of
safeguarding the department's in-
terests.

Then it mentions the names and says-
The latter was in charge from the time
the late Mr. Kitching left for America
until Mr. Elston took over and again
later when Mr. Elston went to Eng-
land.

The latter person referred to was the man
who was present when Capt. Bruce inter-
viewed Mr. Harrison and who, Capt. Bruce
said, told him that the bricks could be
found because he had arranged for bricks
to be found the previous Monday, and who
had said that it did not matter about the
fact that the permit had not been lodged
with the State works. The report con-
tinue&--

I cannot find that any direct benefit
has accrued to these parties, but an
indirect benefit has been gained by
-s carting activities and by
who worked doing bricklaying for
friends. Mr. Elston has undoubtedly
been misled as to what are staff privi-
leges, but failed to report the matter
in any detail, or even question it except
in one or two isolated instances.

Then there is a statement that the prac-
tice has now been stopped, and certain
arrangements have been set up for selling
these bricks which previously were allowed
to go out at L0s. per load. So we can see
the connection. An officer who was re-
garded by the general manager as being
blameworthy for his conduct was present
with Mr. Harrison when Capt. Bruce and
his wife made their visit. He was the offi-
cer who was there when the Minister said
it was a case of two to one.

It was no such thing, of course. For
the major Portion of the time Mr. Harrd-
son and his foreman were close together.
It is admitted that for portion of the time

they were separated by a distance of a few
feet. but each man knew what was going
on, and what the discussion was about.
I submit that the Minister's answer does
not ring true for this reason that he gave
no satisfactory explanation as to why the
manager of the works, who knew that
Capt. Bruce's order had not been placed
with his firm-

The Attorney General: Why would he
have known that?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Because he said
he found it out.

The Attorney General: Subsequently.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, before he wrote

to Capt. Bruce.
The Attorney General: No.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I say, "Yes." and

I will prove it. When Mr. Harrison wrote
to Capt. Bruce he said in his letter that
there was some mistake, and then he said
that he had found that the order was not
placed with his firm. So he knew the posi-
tion before he asked Capt. Bruce to go
and see him. Knowing that there was a
lag of two years in his own works, that
it was not possible in the ordinary way
to put a man above his priority and
Intending, as he said. to tell Capt. Bruce
he would have to go a mile up the road,
why did he ask Capt. Bruce to go and
see him at the works? All he need have
said in his letter was, "It is no good com-
ing to see me. Go a mile up the road."
But instead of that he said, "If I can do
anything to help you, come and see me
on Saturday morning." Then he said in
his report that when Capt. Bruce came
he told him he would have to go a mile
up the road to Cardup.

Persons in the kindergarten class might
accept that as a reasonable explanation,
but I am afraid I cannot. I want more
proof than that, and I think I am en-
titled to get it. Just imagine inviting
a man who lived in Perth to go out to
the works to see the manager when the
manager is not in a position to do any-
thing to help him. It is just too stupid.
The Minister said I made a scurrilous
and vitriolic attack on an innocent man.
I did not do anything of the sort, but
this is what the Minister did: In this
House he charged Capt. Bruce with con-
spiracy, a very serious offence, meriting
severe punishment.

The Attorney General: It would ap-
pear that he made some misstatements.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber may proceed.

Hon. J. T. TONKINq: The Minister said
that Capt. Bruce, getting an obsession
about bricks, concocted a story. I would
Like to know where the Minister got that
idea, because he did not get it from his
officers. Mr. Gomme did not think Capt.
Bruce concocted a story. Apparently only
the Minister thinks it, but he did not give
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us any justification for thinking It. Mr.
Gomme in his report on the so-called in-
quiry told his Minister this:

In summing up and giving the mat-
ter much thought. I have come to
the following conclusions:-

(a) Capt. Bruce sincerely thinks
that something irregular is hap-
pening at the brick works.

That is what Mr. Gomme said; not that
Capt. Bruce had concocted a story in
,order to obtain his bricks, which is what
the Minister told us. 11 say that is a
terrible thing for the Minister to say in
this House, without the slightest justifi-
cation, because he carried out no in-
quiries himself and would not even hear
Capt. Bruce and his wife. In addition,
he disregarded the report of Mr. Gomme
who had beard Capt. Bruce. Yet, he
made that remarkable statement in the
House. Mr. Gomme said-

Capt. Bruce sincerely thinks that
something irregular is happening at
the brickworks-

and that is as far as Mr. Quinie would
go-

but in all probability misunder-
stood Mr. Harrison's remarks.

There is a possibility-I will go that far.
that Mr. Harrison's remarks were mis-
understood, but there is not a line there
which would give the Minister the slight-
est justification for saying that Capt.
Bruce and his wife cooked up a story in
order to get their bricks. So, it was just
something the Minister made up, with no
foundation whatever, to suit his purpose.
He had never seen Capt. Bruce and his
wife; he refused to see them; he disre-
garded the reports of the officer that he
detailed to see them, yet he made his
statement in the House charging these
reputable persons with conspiracy. Such
conduct is indefensible.

Surely this matter merits an inquiry so
that it can be properly cleared up. It is
most unsatisfactory where the Minister
has left it and, in view of the fact that
he has not only failed to rely on the re-
ports of his officers in this connection but
has also made definite misstatements-
upon those misstatements he built most
of his case-I say he might gain some
credence for what he has said if Capt.
Bruce had been given, but had declined,
an opportunity to make any charges
against Mr. Harrison or question him;-but
the Minister knows full well that Capt.
Bruce had no such opportunity although
he asked for it. and still asks for it.

Capt. Bruce is not the man to run away
from this question. He has never sought
to withdraw at any stage, though he acted
on my advice when he soft-pedalled on the
statement he made in front of Mr. fll.
I told him that in my opinion the depart-
ment was more concerned with getting
evidence to supply to Mr. Harrison's law-

yers than with conducting a proper in-
quiry. I will read from Page 2 of the re-
Port of Mr. Gorme, the general manager,
to the Minister. The report is as fol-
lows:-

Mr. Tonkin called on the 12th inst.
after my letter of the 11th had been
Posted to Capt. Bruce and stated it
was on his advice that Capt. and Mrs.
Bruce did not repeat the original
statement. It seems to me, therefore,
that unless Capt. Bruce is willing to
repeat his original statement in Mr.
Harrison's presence. I cannot very
well adjudicate in the matter nor make
any decision.

Let me pause for a moment. If Capt.
Bruce had once again made the statement
of which Mr. Qomme already had know-
ledge, how much further advanced would
Mr. Gomine have been? He knew what
Capt. Bruce had already said and be had
his cue for any inquiry he desired to make.
How much better armed would he have
been had Capt. Bruce reiterated the state-
ment? I submit he would not have been
the slightest step forward.

The Attorney General: Did you tell him
that?

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: It was obvious
to me that what Mr. Gornme wanted was
a statement which could be furnished to
the lawyers, and here is proof of that:
The report continues-

A reply has been received from Capt.
Bruce, dated 13th instant, in which
he advises he does not propose to
say anything further, and I propose
to advise Messrs. Parker & Parker
accordingly.

What had it to do with Messrs. Parker &
Parker?

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Attorney Gen-
eral could tell us that.

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: When Capt. Bruce
intimated to Mr. Goinme that he was not
going to say anything further-believing
that he had already said sufficient if the
department wanted to act-Mr. Gomme
reported to his Minister that he proposed
to advise Messrs. Parker & Parker accord-
ingly.

Mr. Styants: It looks like a pre-arranged
plan.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It shows--the file
Proves it-that Mr. Gomme wrote his
letter after receiving a letter from the
lawyers telling him to take such action.
That is the position.

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke: That sounds more
like a conspiracy than does the other.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Mr. Gomme did
not want Capt. Bruce to come into his
office in order to further the inquiry, be-
cause he wrote the letter inviting Capt.
Bruce to come only after Messrs. Parker
& Parker had suggested that he take that
course.
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Mr. Graham: Just a frame-up!
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Mlinister can-

not deny that, because It is true. I saw
the letter from Parker & Parker on the
fIle. What a fine state of affairs! We are
led to believe that Capt. Bruce would not
come forward and repeat his statement
and that therefore the inquiry could not
take place, yet it is as clear as daylight
that the only reason why Mr. Qomme
asked Capt. Bruce to come forward and
repeat his statement was so that he could
obtain evidence which could be supplied
to Parker & Parker to enable them to
proceed with some libel action. Yet the
Minister says Capt. Bruce and his wife
had nothing to fear from such a course,
as they were two against one.

The Attorney General: They would
have nothing to fear If what they said
was true.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Who has anything
to fear if we have a Royal Commission?
Only Capt. Bruce and his wife, if it Is
not true; not Mr. Harrison, if it is not
true, and that is precisely what we are
putting to the Government. In view of
what has transpired with regard to brick-
bats and clinker bricks, together with the
fact that there has been no proper in-
quiry at all into Capt. Bruce's allegations,
though Capt. Bruce is not only willing but
anxious to repeat what he has already
said, with nothing whatever to gain,
surely the Minister will not suggest that
Capt. Bruce has enhanced his chance of
getting bricks from anywhere.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He might have some
bricks thrown at him.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Any chance he
Might have had of expediting the delivery
of bricks has been completely settled, be-
cause he has thrown certain persons under
suspicion, yet he desires to proceed with
the inquiry and, as a matter of fact, is
demanding it as his right as a citizen.
He demands to be given opportunity of
saying what transpired, and I want mem-
bers to keep this in mind: Capt. Bruce
could have written an anonymous letter-
there are some departments which act on
letters of that kind-but did not do so.
He asked, instead, that he and his wife
be taken before the Minister and that the
man against whom they were going to
make their allegations should be present.,I made that request to the Minister on
their behalf.-

Does that sound like the action of a
man who has cooked up a story, and one
who, because of the position he occupies, has
frequently to conduct inquiries personally?
Being assistant to the navigation officer
in charge at Fremantle, Capt. Bolton, Capt.
Bruce frequently attends at marine in-
quiries and, In Capt. Bolton's absence, con-
ducts the inquiries himself.- Is he likely
to be the type of man who would cook
up a story in order to get bricks? The idea

would not be accepted by anybody with
commonsense. In view of the fact that
Capt. Bruce is anxious to vindicate him-
self and to split up this unsatisfactory
business which he assures me exists; be-
cause of Capt. Bruce's attitude to this mat-
ter and in the public interest, an Inquiry is
not only warranted but It Is imperative
that it should be held.

I hope that the Government will not
regard this as a censure upon it: it Is not
meant that way. Surely It is the duty of
public men to clean up things that are
wrong, especially when things are wrong
in the Public Service. But, if they are
not wrong; if suspicion Is cast upon em-
ployees of the Government, is it wise to
let it remain, or should we not do our
utmost to have the position cleared up?
What can an innocent man fear from
an inquiry? Nothing whatever. On the
contrary he has everything to gain. If
there is nothing to cover up. then an
inquiry should be sought; if there Is plenty
to cover up, then of course that man will
go to the limit to prevent any inquiry.

It has already been said by people who
ought to know, that the supply of building
materials in this State has never been
worse. It has already been said that a
blackmarket exists and that one can buy
bricks from £12 10s. to £20 a short thou-
sand on the blackmarket. That is not a
statement by some man in the street; it is
not the statement of somebody who wants
to make political capital out of it! That
is a statement by the president of the
Western Australian Chapter of the Royal
Institute of Architects, Mr. W. T. Leighton.
He would be aware of how materials can
be obtained and he says that this black-
marketing in bricks is obtained by a system
of fiddling with releases, using surpluses
and the like. This is a statement which
appeared in "The West Australian" of the
27th July, this year-

The supply position had Probably
never been worse.

That statement was made by Mr. W_ T.
Leighton, who went on to say-

While a 50 per cent, increase in
brick production was expected in the
near future, the supply at present was
acute, although bricks could be bought
on the "black" for £12 10s. to £20 a
short thousand for early delivery.

There is a man who would know. He
says straight out that bricks can be bought
on the blackmarket for early delivery.
Where are they coming from? It is our
business to find out. He says-

"Blackmarket" bricks were obtained
through aL system of fiddling with the
releases by short delivery and possibly,
also from surpluses.

It is time we stopped this fiddling with
releases because it is acting detrimentally
to the large number of people who want
to build one home each-and that is a
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home for. themselves and not for the
people who want to build one hundred
homes and sell them all at a profit. They
axe the only ones who are gaining from
this system. Our job is to make it easier
for the person who wants to build a home
to live in, to get that home. An inquiry
will enable us to do that.

Again, the Minister said that I corn-
plained that there were stacks of bricks
lying all round the place. He then said*
be had had inquiries made and he found
that there were very few bricks stacked
and that was because those who are using
the trowels could not get enough bricks to
use. I ask the Minister to find in my
speech where I made any such statement
as he attributed to me. I did not com-
plain in this House about bricks being
stacked round the place. Why does the
Minister do this sort of thing? Why does
he say things here, which he says I have
.said, when I have not said them at all?
What is the abject?

Mr. Totterdell: So what!
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What I did say

was that there are people getting bricks
carted on to their blocks of land within
weeks of the time of their releases being
lodged with their orders. That is what I
said and I gave instances of it. The
Minister in his replies to the questions I
asked has shown that what I said in
that matter was perfectly correct. He gave
me an example in his latest answers where
a certain house was built for a man, not
on bricks obtained on his own release, but
on bricks obtained on somebody else's re-
lease. I asked-

On what date was the release given
for 25,000 bricks for a residence at the
corner of Forbes and Kintail Roads,
Applecross, for R. G. Smith. and which
was to be erected by T. W. Lees.

The Minister's answer to that was-
Release given on 11/5/51.

Will members keep that date in mind; the
release for those bricks was dated the
11th May. 1951. Yet, that man's house is
plate high. All the bricks necessary for
the house have been obtained, and not on
his release, as the Minister said. My
next question was-

On what date was the first delivery
of bricks made by the State Brick
Works on this release?

The Minister's answer was-
No bricks have yet been delivered by

State Brick Works against this release.
'Yet the man's house is up. The answer
continued-

Work has been possible on this job
by reason of the fact that the con-
tractor was working on a trade allow-
ance established during the period of
decontrol of bricks.

But this builder's name did not appear in
the list of privileged persons that the
Minister gave me when I asked him for the-

names of those who were getting special
allocations. This builder's nlame did not
appear, but the Minister now says that he
got the bricks because of a special alloca-
tion, The answer continues-

The client had made arrangements
some months previously with the
builder to carry out the work.

And with somebody else's bricks. Very
nice, is it not! my third question was--

On whose releases respectively were
the following quantities of bricks sup-
plied by the State Brick Works to
T. W. Lees--

1,750 bricks on 18/6/51.
The Minister's reply was-

All bricks referred to were supplied
to release of R. W. Stevens.

And when I asked on what date were
these releases issued, the Minister said
on the 4th August, 1950. So that the
bricks used by T. W. Lees to build a
house for Smith were obtained, not on
Smith's release but on Stevens' release
which was issued on the 4th August last
year; that is less than 12 months from
the time that Stevens' order was issued
until the bricks were available to T.
W. Lees to build a house for Smith.
Yet there is supposed to be a two-years
lag at the State Brick Works. Therefore,
it is clear that some persons are obtaining
bricks out of their turn and the matter
needs to be inquired into to find out how
and to ascertain if it can be put right in
fairness to those people who have to go
on waiting and waiting. I put this point
of view to the House: To the extent that
persons get bricks out of their turn, then
other Persons are pushed further behind,

No wonder there are people who have
had their orders in for more than 12
months and who have not seen a sign
of a brick whilst others can get them in
a matter of weeks, even although it is on
someone else's release. It is pretty tough,
however, on the person whose release is
used. Surely that wants straightening out!
So I say, in conclusion, that far from mak-
ing a complete reply to what I said about
Capt. Bruce, his wife and Mr. Harrison,
the Minister made a very incomplete re-
ply, relying mainly on statements which
were not in accordance with fact, as I
have shown.

In any case, it is advanced merely on
statements which are not true, It cannot
be a sound case but, nevertheless, that
is the one the Minister submitted tonight.
Firstly, by saying I objected to Harrison
opening the letter when I did not do any-
thing of the sort; secondly, by saying that
during the interview with Capt. Bruce and
his wife it was a case of two to one, which
was not so, and thirdly, by saying that
Capt. Bruce cooked up a story when the
general manager of the -tate Brick Works
gave us his opinion that Capt. Bruce sin-
cerely believed what he was saying.
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Should the matter be left there? I
think any fairminded man must admit
that if there is nothing to hide at the State
Brick Works, an inquiry can do no harm
to anybody there. On the contrary, it
must do good. Furthermore, as this is an
inquiry into bricks and cement, such in-
Quiry might ascertain the cause of this
blackmarketlng and, after all, if that were
found then we would be rendering a ser-
vice to the State.

On motion by the Acting Premier, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.56 p.m.

Thursday, 23rd August. 1951.

CONTENTS.

Questions : Petrol pumps, electric, as to
regulations governing Installation

Stock diseases, as to material for con-
struction or sheep dips ... ..

Ocean passenger vessels, as to berthing
and bus services .. .. ..

Galvanised water piping, as to priorities
and releases .... ..

Pyrites, as to fiancial assistance by
Commonwealth .. .. ..

Rlailways, as to attended stations and
staff .. .. ..

Leads, as to availability of Esperance
Mandplalfl .... .. ... ..

Leave of absence ... .. ... ..
Address-in-reply, seventh day ... ..

Speaker on Address-
Hon. H. C. Strickland ... ..

The PRESIDENT took the
p.m., and read prayers.

Page

285

285

285

286

288

286

288
287
287
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QUESTIONS.

PETROL PUMPS, ELECTRIC.
As to Regulations Governing Installation.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN (for Hon. W. R.
Hall) asked the Minister for Transport:

(1) Is it a fact that there has been an
organisation in this State anl this year
endeavouring to introduce electric petrol
pumps?

(2) Is it a fact that the necessary regu-
lations permitting use of electric petrol
pumps by resellers in garages and service
stations have not yet been framed?

(3) Is it a fact that sufficient inf ormation
was available in the early part of the year
to permit of the framing of these regula-
tions?

(4) Is it a fact that several Ministers
have been approached in an endeavour
to hasten the approval of these regulations
so that the pbblic may have the benefits
of electric petrol pumps?

(5) In view of the undoubted inaccuracy
and probable illegality of the present
manual pumps on service stations, is this
delay in approving electric pumps neces-
sary, and what is its cause?

(6) Is it known that stocks of electric
petrol pumps are available in this State;
and, if so, can any indication be given as
to when approval will be granted for their
use by service stations?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTUE
replied:

(1) and (2) Mr. Walker, the manager of
the Electric Pump Equipment Company,
has been negotiating with the Weights and
Measures Department for the use In West-
ern Australia of certain petrol pumps that
have been discarded in the. Eastern States.
The Pumps submitted so far are not con-
sidered suitable for public use, and Mr.
Walker has been informed of the necessary
modifications required by the department.

(3) No.
(4) Mr. Walker has made approaches

to the Minister for Police and has written
to the Premier, and may have approached
other Ministers.

(5) and (6) The existing manual pumps
are both accurate and legal. Regulations
dealing with electric Pumps are now under
consideration and are expected to be
gazetted shortly.

STOCK DISEASES.
As to Material f or Construction

of Sheep, Dips.
Hon. L. A. LOGAN (for Hon. A. L. Loton)

asked the Minister for Agriculture:
In view of the amendment to Regulation

63 and the Third Schedule under the Stock
Diseases Act, 1895, as published in the
"Government Gazette" on the 6th July,
1951, will the Minister take action to have
supplies of galvanised water piping and
locally manufactured cement made avail-
able immediately to primary producers so
that sheep dips can be constructed?

The MINISTER replied:
Action has already been taken to have

essential materials made available to facili-
tate the dipping of sheep. These efforts
will be continued.

OCEAN PASSENGER VESSELS.
As to Berthing and Bus Services.

Hon. E. MA. DAVIES asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) Is he aware that oversea, passenger
ships are berthed at "0" shed a consider-
able distance from the harbour entrance.
thus being responsible for passengers dia-
embarking at Fremantle entering the city
through the industrial section?
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